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BRYAN WHETE

At the end of Noveuber ) attended the NIMA Dey

and AGM in Cambadge, The musical side of the day
was cenieted om & xeheaneal anad scrancly porformancs of
Miber's Regudesn Maw in 1 snimor, o woss 1 had mor
pesetonsly known, and which proved o be &I of
swileing imvention. To has oew beem promseed so the
hoad of the Hee of Clls 1o be punchased with the
nevitable (and nea nowedosnee) gift vouchers dhar
acoEpAry the Cluieinmas eason, Fiitip Thodyy Jod
the soging end plaving, and the cosemble was
busiressed (guise Terlly since dhey wese on the e
ofpes of cither side of the sosenodded by comnimme
sipysont T Clilfiosd Bavlor and Peser Holwan, ‘This
wery enjowable movsio-meling was cunplemented. by
Tl for o and tea inowdvich 1 had e opporinmity
10 mees and calk with the wide tange of people thes
ampport NERMA and it aciviides. There was also the
chames 10 browss through soae of the offerings fronm
Coen, Man Prees (I coane swvay with some fine base
sunigs by Crofi), 10 plck vp a copy of the Jasese CTD fron
i Pavley of Tnstrowoemz and Pealovody and off comse
v vl i the AGTA and the Jeorre by Stephen Rose (off

 vihichmone ey, Allin all, it wes very cmj}r@mhl@ ey

and 1 bofi wefforting wpon she viel sole that anocon
mumrmsdkmg;, plays i ovr cafimee. The people who
aee: ehedr gione and aroncy ve plan amd sucd NERMA,
events and those of the Kardy Music Fora ave alvo those
whe boy Cls, ponchase mmsic, prdnoniss oo, sod
cagganiivae and perform in conenais themselves, In facg,
withows. the oflors and inwermz of smmess maniclans,
the Raly Wludtcbilome, snd the wider enline of
stous usic, ie !mnzﬂ 10 ioagine av all.  Tere B
soncehing  ds is wely weosth  numusing  aod
spparting, afi¥liesuoooes of the day in Cambuidge
augpestis hat NIV s otnfnmaing so play an impestent
ol i this woak, -
oo resuin; Gy e doy insell; one of the aspocts thae
W’ Fifekemnding; vear the combination of
S & oot om am aspoct of the same,
g s’;@wmﬂ the lecume this yeas, aed be
itkingecking ex;m‘b@mmn of the ol of
j ﬁgﬁ% wilsich i podnted i this e
i nmmm? o vover Seprhien D]

prewided plensy of food fow thengbs in pofnting ous the:
vea im wlich the: fportance of memony 1w our day 10
oy Towes Taw sadically ahmtfﬁﬁ sinee the advent of mass-
produced. books, and in the cleomonic age, mwodiare
acvess 1 alieat Fimidess goansities of infermagion fiem
the fmemet. One of the tings they good mwsicel
scholarehip doss best js w stimulate the insagination
anvdl b0 canres: oo w ook s svine practios or idea fom o
conmplerely  diffescnt angfe. Sﬂw}m—a’s imvizesdaction
[roanped moc wo think cn memaory in juet suely a way;
2 you cam vead Tiere o s Sdsas e devcdopsed with
redation vo mosfeal pesfoanuance.

Vever Holoan's ardcde displays another aspoct of
the excitement of scholarshipe she disoovery dha a
bsnoern hissorical documens cosnmmmicanes mmhmg*
very dilllesens to thie conventionally held opinian of it 1
had s veay smalll role 1o play in chis cave. Feter asked e
it U knee of the Tyter aviicle on a 8t Ceoilia Diay onmoeri
i Bdivbusgh in 1895; he wanted o look i it o
fefatiom 1o bk wodl on the vinl da ganabe fis Brivian, Jo
twooned ow ther T led wonsoribed  the  coneer
oAb foond i the astide, snd 1 comailed ¢ oo
hisn. ‘The next day Tie came back 1o me suggesting: thar
it was m‘i’nkeiﬁy @ be what i puspored 1o be, avd
pedoted owr iuconsinencios besvocm vhe music sesd in
the  progrannee g Gdo’s  assossmemt of o
someshing, 1| bhad oerwivly filed o notice. This anide
prescats  an  Bopormot  rednepeetation  of e
document, one dhar will hopefally Jead orhee schuolars 1
re-eammniine it 46 wall,

Hmeng other chiugs, this s also offers sevesal
revizws of new books om pudormance peactice.
Duncan Iimoe baings bis copriderable perfrmosmes
experlence 1o lear om Dawd Milsamt's book om
winetecmi-ceninry violin performance practiee, while
Naocy Hadden dissusses dve nee Cannbridpe guide 1
thie Baly Vot Winally, e mote thet Michae] Talbos
bas uncovered another work 1o be added w the New
Cattiead Velicion of Vivaldi that he discussed in the last
MR, No douls 2 wconding, and pedbaps a live
perioimance of the needy ideniified Mid 3145 il

bt aonoonggt the musical treats in stone fior you v ﬁhﬁ :

ey o,
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Lo - STEPHEN ROSE

It is hard for us to mpplmamc the role pﬂayedl by memory in catlier ages. We belong
10 a highly literase society, whese much writien information is available in Hbraries,
in b@@k@h@p& or on the nternety if we forget something, we can casily look it vp
again, In classical muwsic, oo, literacy is highly important, Most performers work
from musical notation. Smgwjnwmd\mg is a prived skill, allowing the notated muvsic
be readily convested into sound, Notation is highly necessary because most
performers niced to tackle a range of music and do vot have the time or brain-space

to memorisce this wide repertoire,

In the sisteenth and seventesnth conturies, howeves
sociery and coluweal Jie depended much more on
meonery. Pewer people could read and there were
fower ook, Whereas: sducation and learned life
wday veloe the communication of idexs and
hveweledge, in carlier periods dhe mipham was on the
abiliey 10 stare up koowledge in one’s own menal
gpace. Memarisation wee also Inportant for those in
poblic life, sueh as preschons o lawyers, whe had
baablete dﬂ(ﬂlm&a@mx\h velehour AofoR; nﬂnme was e
ik 45 Ao ﬂ ﬁ{ 9&(:,%&
uw!ﬂﬁkmh&%www",‘ vl gl i

wonds and jdeas. e meninty was comveivet] os a
pouch. in which tiings could be stored; or a2
cityscape where vords and ideas were plotted onto its
basildiugs amdl stmees.

Musicians, 1o0, used memcry in 2 host: of
ways, whether they wewe professionals, amvatcues,
mmrmiﬂy liverate, or nusically illicerace. Besr-fiddless,
swogi-eingers and other folk musicians were ravdy
abile to read mosic and veould Jearm their pioces by ear
and by sowe. Some professienals.-especially | solle
shngors and beass pslhyﬂsw AL ﬂ*]jmm[ alo @ be
wiiable 10 read mwsic, and any susicians whe
iprayisod woold probebly rcly in part on memerised
&’W hond ot the: mmsically Thverate, memeory wes atill
DECHRRLY. fog pesformances by heart and also @ 1ead
S0 6 iw fmpmafs of noated mosic, This erticle will
ouding mmﬁ&* geftw of dhe ways fn which onsicians
weed macassery; arkd will adk how die sole of memory
shaged pesforming siple.

- Playing oy cor amd Beaendngs by vote
Vox most people jin the siveeenth and seventeondh
cemviies, wosic vess nov something wiitten dov,

The strect-songs of Reswration london or she
choanles of lawheran Gomany ciecalaed by car and
were hedd in the saemory: of the common folk. 'Therc
ate ommerous  accounts  from  the  Gemman
Relormaion, for insancs,. of hew chorsles were
spread ot jost in dhsches and frem Tymnboaks, bog
T apyarentios singing i saverns or by pedlas singing
o thie: et

Fover within rousic education, learning was
pitmarily by ear rasher tham fiom bewke, Tn Lutheran
pramar whools of the seventoonth contury, most
alsjects wese Jearned by ot the veacher would read
oot @ sentence and the pupils would seciee it back,
Wi secons to hrawe: beem 1anght  a similar way: che
teacher o the eldest pupil woold sing a medody from
the book and ger the youager boys w copy, perkaps
without sefvsence to netedon. Thas it might be
possible for a sehool choir te sing 2 motet when anly 2
e popdls acteedly were alble o read msic, Such s vay
of leaoning and memorisation may explain  the
persisien Hmﬁmﬂc of why mos Lucheran chorches and |
schoole had only a siogle ser of puinied copdes of
motets, even though die panbooks were vseally woo
small oo be mwad by more than one or 1we slogere
{although there are, of connse, slernative crplanations,
soch e that mewcs were amg with only soe or two
voiges per pan). Fven in the eighweonth contmy,
meemetisod singgdng suill pendsicd among @immbay% Tri
his pimes of 1763, B V. Maspurg wrote that ‘a pupi]
vl Jenowrs Inls losson off e hioary should mot steg 3t
{iean smemvorg. Tosiced his eves shonld be fized at all
tinmes can 1he blackboaed | Sdeetafl] or the book, which
he: shovdd novheld in fom of the mouth,”

Professional instrumemaliss also relied on
memory. Many players began thels carecin a8




apprenticss whe leamed thelr seportory and dheie
wperforming soyle by listendng 10 and fodhating «
master, The apprenticesbip wa a way of learming
infammmiion vhar veonld never be widwen down or
pullished ia memises. The vaining of bisesplayess
epitomised the imponanes of memerdsed seperiory
andl aweal travegoission. Dusing the swesuth and
sevenicenth cepies, Geaman bease playors a@zgum*xi
a sepuiation for their sooret field-pleces and tonguing
tochoigues; dhese soon o haee beon wriiem down
and published for die fivst dime towands the end of the
cightcenth contony, in Jobass Chidstoph Alenbung’s

weasise o the: Fempeter- snd Pasker-Kung?

Jit the stave of dhe sovenacenth comory many
rase-ployers i Germany somim 1o have been unalle 1w
sead mwsic, I 1619 Michael Practosivs advised thag if
frammpers weie 0 beoused dn concerted vocal pioos,
‘oo e v st least two rumpaters who can reed
wonsic and thercfere can siick 10 the nows se | have
wiitien  thea'?  Bun if the wumpersss  were
ineapericoced (el crfabrndd~and bere Prdguosius
s 10 mest thar they could net read musie--<hey
could inseead play their ‘weal sonacas’ as investndes
duering, the pioor.® "The usual sonatas’ were probably
memasised pieces selectod from the siock reperomy of
boass-playess. Practosivg again referied w0 wronsgpeses
vnalble 1w read ke ba bis Podebpoeds, published
aloo in 161927 A furthes hing thay taoapet-playing s
ofien an wveritien tradition can be found in the
sovesal  Gesmwam painted  ploces  of e oudly
seventeenth contory whese vompets are spreified on
the titkepage bt no notsed paris: arc -sapplied
Bramples include dichar] Praciorings Ko
(6T or. Adame Dresc’s  Fases- a&m’ - i
Lied (1648). Such omision of wumper paves,
Irevwereen, mvay slse be explained by comerme of Hexilde
scnaing or of keeping the prinwd picoe down 2
mmslveaalife e,

Tt saher fosrsumentalists vwhe ofien selied
o fvoproviged oo megized el were thoss wie
plaved the se-called 'gmﬁi&m fnstenngents” soch e the
Tayte o lkwﬂ’mﬁ‘d Vhhese inerruments could briug forh
a complete plece of polypheny, and such sdf-
sufficicncy allowed soane enle. players 1 vely om whar

wags e thedr heads, Manusle recommendsd  diet

kepbosardiss rocmentse formulas such 2s eadenses and
plessing comg of mdody, for wse in subsrguem
inngwowisations; Such advice was given by Tomds de
Samcia Macin in his Avse de sotier frstasie (Valladolid,
1565) aod aeo by Clawdio Scbasiand in Below
smsiealy imter plavi ot mensiralis eantns roge
{Susehoing, 1563).

Fcanoty onwst aleo bave boon ivporant o the
SRy bl,umﬂ nsem vehogaingd arcpolsiion a8 onpanisis,
fmcluding  Conrad  Pawsann . {(1410-73), . Avach
&'ﬂui}mk {e1460-¢:1521),  Amowio.  Valame
(L 1565-80) and Ansosiie de Cabmbp (1520-66).
These men were famed not only for vheis Maymgﬂ and
snpeovising, bot also for compositions st rese
writien dowo or printed, We might-wondes dww

blind musicins managed to feann peiation or write
their picoes down, in the ebeencs of amy fovmats such

2% Byaille wousic, Polbape these plapers devisod their
| pieces in their heads, memosised thenn, and then
* dictated thenn te an eopsmpensie. OF conee, in the

fificcnth and seteenth comuries MWindwes? did not
necessarily indicare a opial lack of sight i was pye*::*hsa,r@
the teren wsed for sevenal kinds of visual inupainment,
imnchading sovese shoredight. lncsthe case of Pavimanm,
Ie: war cnediived by Sehastian Virdung veith invending
Geranan Jute tablatnre® T mighe seom steange thas &
blind mam should derise a new syaem of noration;
Tt Gexman lute alsbaaung, with a differean letier for
cach fmgwpmam on: the fretboasd, miphe heve
boen a convendent way 1w dictue mwsic @ an
amanmensis. Yo the caee of Cabesdn, mos of s
pioces weve publiched twelve yioaus after fide deanh,
edited by bis son Flernaodes acoopding w the: prefie,
ihe pleses had beon given by dhe composer i his
studens, pervaps in the forn of toodd perfuamanions
that the pupils thes wroie dows,

Woitathon arnd mmésum@ny

Besides e waditfons of memorisod and womrinen
sowpig insically Jitesate performers ofion needed to
UG SUGIROE IR CoRfpRetion withy motaeed tenes, Ssme
poidommets womld. sueuaipe pleces from prined or
s sovvees, (e possible caangpde would be
the: sepetiory of solé soigs by Giulie Caceing, Jacspe
Peri and other singpe-comiposess of early seoenmaembs-
centary Ialy. Although such songs appeared in pring,
ic iz umlilecly thae e performens sang with the soorc
i front: of then, The seore wonld obsiruct 2 delivery
thar was sopposed 10 be omaorical and  yer
mosrcdsalane, Indeed, the conndy ideal of newnchalamnes:
{prennotern)  moight have encowmmged - counier
usiciang o neheasse picees and smemorise them, jo
veadiness for any appopRiale oocasion. I hrmng;l‘m swch
prejanaiion, the couiier-mnsician. conld give the
inpacssion of cifonless achizvement when a pawen
reguesied 2 pesticolar sovsical enerabnment, Indoed
Baldassare Castiglione, wiiding - abowt  covrsders
aveomplichments in genesal, advised dvat  prios
prepranation was casential bue alep should be conozaled
with nonchalanes:

Aingd im every ahing vhat he beth wo dec or 1w
seealee, 3 l»zhgmwi}aﬂe, et him come akwatos
frevvicded amed hink om it before hand, s!w:ﬁg

natweithetanding the whele to be dougly
smggmr and st the first sighe.®

Whee iz ales. pmm@l ‘t
peaforming by hmm @lﬁ@qgn il

llmﬁ Ais s well I
rather ﬁ{haw Ili:






























































































