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I'was pondering while writing on John Potter's Singing (see p.
2) how 16th-century church singers managed to sort out under-
lay and ficta when much of the music was sung just once a
year with minimal or no rehearsal. Irrespective of having to
relate to other parts purely by ear (no scores, of course), how
did several singers on a single part agree with each other? My
mind turned to a recent conversation. During the eating and
chat after a rehearsal of Biber's Requiem in F minor, a tape of
the Interfora Cavalieri Rappresentatione was playing as back-
gound music. Jennie Cassidy mentioned that there was a
group of elderly ladies (perhaps even as old as me) who were
singing her part in it, and followed her lead so precisely that,
even when she hopped from one line to another, they
followed her - so were evidently not reading the notes. I
wonder if that is what happened in the 16th century: one
singer led, and the rest, very alert to the options, followed a
fraction of a second behind and were able to pick up the
leader's decisions (like playing continuo from an unfigured
bass and spreading any doubtful chord so that the third
doesn't sound until it has been heard). Perhaps some
experimentation might be conducted to see how noticeable
the time-lag is in a resonant acoustic,

Biber-lovers living within reach of Suffolk are lucky this month.
There are two performances of the Missa Salisburgensis as3 at
Bury St Edmunds Cathedral (3 June) and Hadleigh (4 June)
directed by Peter Holman and another of the Requiem at
Blythburgh on 10 June with Philip Thorby, with some over-
lap in performers and one piece in common — the Capricornus
included in last month's EMR, will be performed by the two
Cassidies and myself. Philip directed the Requiem in Israel
recently; the report I received (admittedly from the leader)
was enthusiastic, and apparently the audience was very
moved. She is less certain how Bach's St John Passion will be
received; I hope to write next month about Marisson's book on
the work, which deals with its antisemitic content. King's Music
wanted to produce an edition of the Biber Requiem, but both
times I have asked for a copy of the only source (in Salzburg)
[ have been told that it is lost and that no microfilm exists.
There are problems with the DTO score: does anyone know
of any photo or transcription? CB
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BOOKS & MUSIC

Clifford Bartlett

SINGING

The Cambridge Companion to Singing edited by John Potter.
Cambridge UP, 2000. x + 286pp. hb: £40.00 ISBN 0 521
62225 5. pb: £14.95 ISBN 0 521 62709 5

This is the second Cambridge book this year which seems
to me to be confusingly titled. Apart from Western music
during the last quarter-millennium, I would guess that about
90% of music is vocal: to try to describe this is so vast a task
that I'm surprised that every opportunity was not taken to
concentrate on singing itself rather than on the history and
description of vocal music. There's nothing wrong with
Stephen Varcoe's chapter on European art song in itself
But any academic could have knocked up something like it
in a few days (though might have checked that Wagner
wrote the Wesendonck Lieder with piano, not orchestra):
what I hoped to hear from Stephen (and what would be more
suitable for the book) is how he sings it differently from
other types of vocal music. Stephen Banfield's chapter on
stage and screen entertainers gets the focus right, as does
(in a different way) Timothy Day on English cathedral choirs
in the 20th century. | enjoyed the editor's chapter on ensemble
singing, though I might question his disparaging of singing
early music from partbooks; apart from any psychological
advantages (or otherwise), it is possibly a way of avoiding
more modern aesthetic ideals. If, as seems possible, the bulk
of renaissance church music was sung with minimal or no
rehearsal, subtleties like arranging to align the text on similar
vowels (p. 162) were probably not on, (But see this month's
editorial: I tried the idea out on John Potter and he thought
it plausible. Indeed, the improvisations that the Hilliard do
must depend on a similar sort of reaction.). His distinction
between rehearsal and performance reminds me of a late-
night discussion with the audience at the Utrecht Festival
some years ago in which the Hilliards took part. Asked how
they rehearsed their performances, the reply was to the effect
that rehearsal was one thing, performance was something
else. No doubt they say the same at their summer school.

The scope of the book is wide, though there is only one
chapter on non-Western singing, It is almost entirely about
professionals. The exception is a stimulating chapter by
Felicity Laurence on children's singing, But even that is
about training children, and is her idea on the cultivation of
headtone generally accepted? There is nothing on the
earliest singing that most of us experience: lullabies and
nursery rthymes (or even what we hear in the womb), If the
idea that, if you sing to a child what it has heard before
birth, it will stop crying turns out to be valid, it should be a
strong encouragement to singing. What do mothers brought
up on pop music sing to their children now?

Much of the book is devoted to areas beyond the Western
art music to which my experience is chiefly confined. As
someone outside the world of popular music, it intrigues
me what performers are found acceptable for academic
discussion. Are there evaluative discussions in journals 1
know nothing about, are those chosen merely indications
of a common assumption of worth that defines an academic
sub-culture, or is the choice chiefly determined by survival?
A chapter on singing with the microphone (as an acoustic
as well as visual aid) would have been interesting, Western
folk music, since excluded from the definition of world music,
is omitted. I was amused to read that in Buenos Aires the
opera chorus sang in Italian (whatever language the other
singers used) until 1961 (p. 105); one sometimes wonders if
it matters what language opera choruses sing in anyway,

Despite some disappointment at the scope of the book,
though, the individual contributions are well worth reading
and as a whole I found it stimulating: were I to embark on
the thoughts it provoked, I'd fill this whole issue.

LASSUS MAGNIFICATS

The number of the 100+ Magnificats by Lassus that are
available in separate editions can probably be counted on
the fingers, so congratulations to Breitkopf for issuing two
more. No 66, Magnificat quinti toni super “Omnis homo primum
bonum vinum ponit” aé (ChB 5285) is based on a motet by
Wert, It is a cheerful piece and fits SSATTB quite well, the
original tessitura in high clefs lying low enough for trans-
position not to be necessary. Music for seven voices is unusual;
indeed there is only one setting a7, Magnificat Perpulchrum
septimi toni; the nickname (‘especially beautiful’) comes from
the posthumous complete publication of the Magnificats,
but modern catalogues identify it more prosaically as no.
87. It too is in high clefs and is printed here down a tone for
SSAATTB (ChB 5286; each edition costs DM4,20 — about
£1.35). There seem to be no problems in editing the works,
since the sources differ minimally. They sensibly have four-
minim bars and original note values, but I'm not convinced
that mensustrich is particularly helpful. The editor, Rudolf
Ewerhart, seems not to have been able to find any relevant
contemporary source with the tones for the alternatim
verses. I'd like some evidence for his suggestions that ‘the
indispensable accompanying instrument was the organ’ and
‘The wide variety of colours afforded by a mixed vocal-
instrumental performance most likely comes closest to the
typical sound of the late Renaissance and early Baroque’.
Vespers at the Bavarian court were probably celebrated
quite simply, with psalms in falsobordone, so lavish instru-
mental Magnificats were unlikely. Choirs shouldn't feel
obliged to assemble instruments to be authentic.
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LATIN BYRD

William Byrd Latin Motets II (from manuscript sources) edited
by Warwick Edwards (The Byrd Edition, 9). Stainer & Bell,
2000. xix + 202pp, £69.00. ISBN 0 85249 371 1

see Annual Byrd Newsletter 6, p. 11 bound in this issue

17TH-CENTURY POETRY

English Manuscript Studies 1100-1700. Vol. 8 Seventeenth-
Century Poetry, Music and Drama Edited by Peter Beal. The
British Library, 2000. 340pp, £45.00. ISBN 0 7123 4029 5

I was at first puzzled why we were sent this, but one article
is specifically on music, another is by the editor of Sengs to
Phillis which we publish, and a third is about a lost masque.
In fact, I found myself more interested in sampling work in
a different discipline. I've been a bit critical of musicologists,
and indeed of literary scholars as well; but this shows that
old-fashioned source studies are still alive and well. My
initial interest in two contributions on Carew was led by a
vain hope of more information on the psalms set by Lawes
which we publish; but the editorial problems reminded me
of those in dealing with music from nearly a century and a
half earlier — until recently of scholars preferred the printed
sources to the MSS in the music of around 1500, led
(perhaps astray) but the elegance and apparent authority of
the Petrucci prints. Scott Nixon's criticisms of the modern
editor of Carew misses the point that the modern editor of
a collected printed edition is in a similar position to a
17th-century editor, and also needs to have some degree of
consistency to make the end-product convenient for the
reader. So there may be advantages in taking seriously an
editorial house style of the period: would not Carew have
expected it? I find this with operas of the following century;
Handel may have copied the text of his operas in the
autograph scores, but it is sensible to take the orthography
from the contemporary libretto, even though the MS must
be followed for differences of substance. Similarly, if I were
editing the Henry Lawes MS, [ would pay some regard to the
published Ayres and Dialogues, even though that is not the
primary source. On a flippant note, you won't find Francis
Wrytley's rhyme suspicious/fellatricious in The Golden Treasury.

Turning to the Select Ayres, Richard Charteris has had the
misfortune that his article on the MS appendix to a set in
Krakéw has been anticipated by H. Diack Johnstone in
Early Music History 16. It is curious how differently the two
scholars approach the topic, so apart from the intrinsic
value of the different material in each, the two articles
could be used as a case-study for trainee musicologists. One
weakness in the Charteris inventory that was apparent even
without comparing the rival version was the freedom of
notation of the incipits he quotes. Like Johnstone, he prints
a facsimile of Reggio's song Upon the Death of the Duke of
Gloucester, showing that he tacitly changes the vocal clef
from C1 to G2. This may not be significant; but it is

possible that there may be a difference not just in range but
in implication between the two clefs: by the end of the
century G2 was being used (as today) for tenor voices, but
C1 may not have been read at the lower octave. (This is just
a hypothetical distinction to show that the clef may be
important.) Later, for no. 19 Charteris states that Un sol
bacio is scored for tenor and unfigured bass; Johnstone
shows the original clef to be alto; alto-clef parts often fit
the tenor voice, but it is usually better for catalogue entries
to refer to the clef, not surmise the modern voice type. He
also prints a natural below the first note, whereas the MS
has a sharp above it: someone interested in figured-bass
notation might wonder whether this was an early use of the
natural for a minor chord. In the text, Charteris identifies
the scribe as John Patrick, who was Preacher of the
Charterhouse from 1671 till his death in 1695, and provides
a considerable amount of information about him - the most
valuable feature of the article, Patrick was particularly
interested in psalmody, his metrical translation of 100
psalms appearing in 11 editions and his complete Psalter in
eight, Purcell set nine of them.

Musicians are familiar enough with the great court masques
but are not so aware of the less extravagant examples culti-
vated by the aristocracy. One that was performed in several
households around 1620 turned up in the British Library
(one of the few items in the book that relates to that
institution) a decade ago; its text is printed in full and makes
it clear that a cut-price masque was thought to be extremely
desirable. The texts of two songs survive, but not the
music. Music would have been needed for the dances, and
one wonders whether some of the players from the court
masques were involved and recycled the music from them,

SCHEIDEMANN

Heinrich Scheidemann Simtliche Werke fiir Clavier (Cembalo)
edited by Pieter Dirksen. Breitkopf & Hirtel (EB 8688),
2000. 84pp, DM38.00.

Scheidemann is better known to organists than harpsi-
chordists, and this is the first complete edition of those of
his keyboard works that are not obviously for organ. It
contains 30 pieces, mostly dances, some of which have
doubles, a charactistic feature of Scheidemann, Most of the
music survives in early sources from the orbit of the com-
poser, but one substantial anonymous piece is included, a
setting of Lachrymae; the editor reckons that it not quite as
good as the Schildt setting. Both settings are in Werner Breig's
Lied- und Tanzvariationen der Sweelinck-Schule (Schott 6030;
1970), which surprisingly, in view of the new edition's use
of separate beams in chords, is sometimes more precise in
the notation of accidentals, though differences are not
significant, This looks the sort of music that I would enjoy
playing: it is one of the editions I'll put aside for use when
our house extension is finished and the harpsichord is
repaired and set up there. The edition includes F. Anerio's
Mio cor, se vera sei salamandra (without stating the original
clefs), on which Scheidemann wrote a lively intabulation.
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KRIEGER

Johann & Johann Philipp Krieger Sidmtliche Orgel- und
Clavierwerke Herausgegeben von Siegbert Rampe & Helene
Lerch. Birenreiter, 2000,

I. Johann Krieger Musikalische Partien (1697) & Anmuthige
Clavier-Ubung (1699), (BA 8402). xliv + 107pp, £25.00

. Werke abschriftlicher Uberlieferung/Works from copied
sources. (BA 8406). Ixxii + 110pp, £27.00

I was teasing Richard Turbet recently that it was odd that
his bibliography of writings on Byrd omits the most signifi-
cant examples of the year: the booklet to several CDs and
the introduction to the latest volume in The Byrd Edition
(though they are mentioned elsewhere in his Newsletter).
Any bibliography on the Krieger brothers using the same
principle would leave out the most substantial work on the
subject, certainly the only one in English, since these two
volumes have extraordinarily thorough and lengthy intro-
ductions in German and English. Fortunately, Johann
published two volumes of keyboard music, so half their
combined output survives with a clear ascription. These
occupy vol. 1; vol 2 begins with three works by JP, then
includes the rest of the music attributed to J along with some
dubious works. Some of the introduction is printed in both
volumes, but much of vol. 1l is devoted to the problems of
establishing texts from early-20th-century editions made
from sources that haven't survived. Normally, the Second
World War is blamed for missing MSS. But the editors are
puzzled at the loss of keyboard MSS in particular, so
perhaps they still survive among the heirs of some hoarding
scholar who ‘borrowed’ them (see vol. II, p. xlvii).

The editors make things difficult for themselves by choos-
ing to respect the details of the original notation of the 1697
and 1699 edition which form the main source for vol. L
Readers will be aware that recent German editions of early
keyboard music have become extremely careful to preserve
original beaming, bamring etc, So trying to restore a
hypothetical original from Seiffert's DTB edition of 1917 is
tricky, good though that be in most respects; even more
more difficult is the reconstruction of the original notation
of pieces surviving in other less-scholarly editions. I have
some doubts about the importance of the retention or
restoration of what the English translation calls ‘double
bars’: bars twice as long as the signature implies - in fact,
‘inconsistent barring’ would be a better description, since
bar-lengths vary, I'm not sure that it matters very much.
The composers, printers or copyists don't seem to have made
much conscious attempt to avoid placing barlines through
hemiolas (witness the second barline in the very first piece),
and their presence or absence is a fairly trivial matter. Were
I editing the music, it is usage of accidentals that would
worry me more. It is a pity that the facsimiles of vol. I do
not include a page or two of the musical notation (despite
a reference to one on p. xxxi), especially as there are com-
ments on the printing process. The introduction contains
much information about keyboard instruments of the time,
including registrations of three organs.

L'ESTRO ARMONICO

Antonio Vivaldi L'Estro armonice Op. 3, in Full Score... Edited
by Eleanor Selfridge-Field with Edmund Correia Jr. Dover
Publications, 1999. ix + 257pp, $14.95 (UK £12.95). ISBN 0
486 40631 8

This follows on from the excellent edition of op. 8, which
was also prepared by the Center for Computer Assisted
Research in the Humanities at Stanford, Unlike previous
editions, a line is devoted to each of the original parts, so
the score makes it easier for the conductor to see how the
parts are distributed among the players if they are using
facsimiles (which are available from Performers' Facsimiles
or King's Music). There are excellent introductions and
critical notes, and this can be highly recommended, with
the virtues of both musicological excellence and economy.
Just one quibble: the allocation of parts to Violino concer-
tante and Violino [presumably ripieno]. This is given in
italics; but such information is often italicised for aesthetic
reasons, so the reader will not necessarily assume that it is
editorial. I see no reason why the solo and tutti marks in the
parts exist to give any more information than to tell a single
player that the spotlight is on him or that there is some
safety in numbers since the other parts are also playing (and
perhaps a consequential difference in playing style). The
score makes it look as if the concertos for four violins need
at least eight, when of course they don't. As with the
chorus in Bach cantatas, it is doubling that is the option,
not playing solo. Since it is by no means self-evident from a
set of parts which of them can be left out of the concertos
which do not have four independent parts, one must
presume that the set was intended for an ensemble of four
violins (which might be doubled), two violas, cello, violone
and keyboard.

HAPPY KEISER

Der gliickliche Fischer is a cantata for soprano, two violins
and continuo from Reinhard Keiser's Gemiiths-Ergotzung of
1698, the year after he had become director of Hamburg's
Goose-Market opera company. It has been edited by Thomas
Ihlenfeldt (Deutscher Verlag fiir Musik, DVIM 9527;
DM29.00 from Breitkopf); the package gives you score, one
violin and one bass part, so two sets are needed to provide
for a singer, keyboard and two violins, leaving a spare bass
part, which is unfigured but prints the recitatives in full.
The introduction quotes Keiser's preface on the cantata
form: ‘It was... derived from the opera. Since it was felt that
the mixed style of singing found in opera — recitatives and
arias which are either cheerful or sad, in one key or another —
was very pleasant, but since it was not feasible to take one
piece from an opera because of the alternating characters,
the old custom of making long songs or many stanzas
or strophes yielded to the new practice of creating a mixed
poem containing recitatives and arias.” Keiser was a leader
in bringing the classical Italian pastoral cantata to Germany,
and this shows his skill in the style, though the rhythms are
a bit repetitive.
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LEARNED BACH

Christoph Wolff Johann Sebastian Bach: The Learned Musician.
Oxford UP, 2000. xvii + 599pp, £25.00. ISBN 0 19 816534 X

This new biography combines treatment of the surviving
music and its reconstructed contexts in such a way as to use
the composer's authority and resource — aspects which have
excited comment since his early lifetime — as a point from
which to develop new considerations of intrigning elaboration
in such a way as to remind his readers how much of what
we know today was unknown by those who considered
Bach before the 1950s. The new approach depends heavily
on new material, and it is probably the best single book yet
issued to help the reader catch up with Bach scholarship.
After reading it, one's view of Bach is quite likely to have
changed.

Concerning the ‘life story’ of Bach, let alone his personal
style and character, evidence seemed at best scarce, and
such modern attempts at biography as were attempted by
Karl and Irene Geiringer (Bach, the Culmination of an Erag,
1966) and even later by Alberto Basso (Frau Musica: la vita e
le opere di J. S. Bach, 1979 & 1983), despite most attentive
new attention to the daunting international Bach literature,
only superseded earlier biographies from Forkel to Spitta
insofar as those had been far too considerate of religious
and political preoccupations of their own times. So we
seem to have too tight an evidence of the music but too
vague a knowledge of the man.

Wolff is already an authority on Bach and the stile antico, on
Bach and his predecessors (both his family and such com-
posers as Pachelbel, Bruhns, Buxtehude and de Grigny), on
aspects of his creative processes and revisions, on the
cantatas in context, and on Bach's late works as sum-
mations. He is joint editor of the Bach Compendium (the
successor to BWV) and the Bach-Jahrbuch, and has done
sterling work for the Neue Bach-Ausgabe. All this has formed
a fruitful background for the highly illuminating focus of
his first biographical study. It has also given him an almost
unmatched facility for sorting out coincidentally-dated
works and activities: the Chronology forming Appendix I is
particularly useful.

Altogether, this is a biographical treatment which will
enlighten, absorb and impress. Certain aspects of Bach are
as well or better treated elsewhere. But TMR readers will
already have encountered and considered him, and this
new book forms an almost ideal second or third level of
consideration, I would have preferred more concerning the
bases of modern attempts to perform in appropriate ways
to the challenges of the music: the freedom as well as the
rigour with which composers and performers seemed to
have approached the music; exactly how Bach was learned
and original, how conventional in the performance of his
keyboard works, his Passions, or his works intended for
outdoor performance. These are, however, minor quibbles.
This book is none the worse for being a short, deep study.

It has been priced to sell widely and designed with lively
readers in mind. May such readers give it the welcome it so
warmly deserves. Stephen Daw

WHICH BACH?

The flute sonata in E flat that has received a number in
both the J. §. Bach and C. P. E. Bach catalogues (BWV 1031/
H.545) has been re-edited by Barthold Kuijken. Kuijken has
done his work thoroughly, and there is a detailed list of
variants between the two main sources and an extensive
introduction. He is inconclusive on the authorship: BWV
1031 is uneypical of C. P. E. Bach (and W. F. Bach), too thin
for J. S. Bach and too good for Quantz’, though is quite
taken by the idea that it is by J. S. in imitation of Quantz.
He points out that the piece is still the same as it was before
the attribution was questioned, even though it is now
played less. Serious flautists will need the commentary
even if they have another edition (EB 8689; DM18.00).

SINGING BACH & MOZART

Johann Sebastian Bach Das Arienbuch/The Aria Book. Basso...
Edited by Charlotte Lehmann. Biirenreiter (BA 5214), 1998,
58pp + accompanying brochure 23pp (BA 5214¢), £10.00.
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart Das Arienbuch/The Aria Book.
Alto... Edited by Charlotte Lehmann. Birenreiter (BA 5374),
1999. 107pp + accompanying brochure 31pp, £15.00.

These are interesting publications and should prove invalu-
able to singing teachers and students. The main volumes
can be used just as normal anthologies, with good two-stave
accompaniments that distinguish reduction from realisa-
tion. The Bach volume contains 11 bass arias from the
cantatas. The Mozart collection has 14 arfas, all from early
works: apart from the concert aria K.255, the highest
Kéchel number is 118, the works called upon being Apolio
und Hyacinth, Mitridate, Ascanio in Alba and Betulia liberata.
Early Mozart is not to be despised, and there are advantages
in singing music that does not have a weight or perfor-
mance tradition to stifle interpretation, The musical texts
are based on the NBA and NMA, so these are in themselves
useful and cheap anthologies. Their value is increased by
the accompanying brochures (I retain the slightly odd word
that the publisher uses). Their separation from the music
volumes is sensible, since it enables the main volume to be
non-language-dependent (though Drinker's English transla-
tions are added in the Bach volume) while the brochures
can be issued in a single language; separate versions are
available in German and English (the BA numbers quoted
above are for the English versions).

The brochures provide help for the singers. The Bach one
has a good preface that will give the student who is not
familiar with the music of the period some idea of what the
cantatas are, In both volumes, each piece is introduced by
setting it into its context within the work as a whole, The
words are printed line-by-line along with fairly literal trans-
lations — though the reader may wonder why Apollo's name
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comes twice in the Latin text and not at all in the English of
the first piece in the Mozart book: one can see why, but
explanation is needed. Advice is given on technical prepa-
ration, including useful exercises, and there are suggestions
for performance. This is all very helpful and should encourage
thoughtful and stylish singing. Duration and instrumen-
tation are stated. I wonder whether Birenreiter has parts
for each aria readily available for singers who wish to
perform with instruments: there is a limit to how well the
aria as a whole can be performed just with piano, however
good the singer.

I have also received Mozart's Simtliche Lieder fiir mittlere
Stimme/Complete Songs for Medium Voice transposed from
the Neue Mozart-Ausgabe (BA 5328; £10.00). There are
good reasons for singers to stick to songs that they can sing
in their written key: apart from key associations, one
imagines that composers normally envisaged a particular
tessitura or voice colour. But lower voices expect their
repertoire to be extended by transposition, and this is a
useful publication. Non-singing English texts are added at
the end of the volume.

SCHETKY & OSWALD

I'had a long phone chat with David Johnson recently, arising
out of the review in April of his Musica Scotica volume. He
has sent a few of his recent publications, plus one old one
which I might perhaps have mentioned: his edition of a trio
sonata in F by the Early of Kelly that is not from the
published set (£9.00). A sonata by Schetky for violin and
cello (apparently without keyboard continuo) in E flat dates
probably from 1774 and comes as two parts with no score
(£6.00). Oswald's A Sonaia of Scot's Tunes is presented for
string quartet and continuo with a viola part added (£10.00
for score and parts). In view of the change in the copyright
status of editions, David states explicitly that the edition
can claim copyright on the strength of his viola part, his
keyboard realisation and other amendments to the text; i.e.
if he had produced a simple edition (as, for instance, King's
Music would have done), the PRS and MCPS would not
have been interested and it could have been used freely
(though not photocopied, since the graphic image right
presumably still survives),

The problem with these editions for our professional or
serious amateur readership is that, although they present
unknown music, they are edited for educational purposes,
so come with bowings and fingerings (though not in the
Oswald score). Two systems of facsimile are printed on the
cover of the Oswald showing the original trio texture
(though the original has three systems on a page), and the
editorial commentary justifies the need for the added viola
part. It should be useful for schools that have string
ensembles. But there is likely to be resistance these days to
handwritten publications; the fact that the introduction and
commentary is so clear only exaggerates the fact that the
music isn't typeset. Most music teachers now can turn out
material on their own computers that looks far better,

[Obtainable from Soar Valley Music, 3 Waldron Court,
Prince William Rd, Loughborough LE11 5GU tel 01509
269629 or in USA from Fiddlers Crossing, PO Box 92226,
Pasadena CA 91109, tel 626 792 6323. The catalogue also
includes more educational material, such as 24 Scots Airs for
Violin and Cello.]

PICTURING PERFORMANCE

Thomas F. Heck Picturing Performance: The Iconography of the
Performing Arts in Concept and Practice. University of Rochester
Press, 1999. xii + 255pp, £30.00. ISBN 0 58046 044 5

This is a mixture, with much of its content (to which five
other authors contribute) devoted to a discussion of the
subject in very general terms, while towards the end the
reader is given a lot of very specific bibliographical and
www-ological information - is there a term for the listing
of source material on the net? The book as a whole is more
net-orientated than any scholarly work I have seen so far.
Indeed, its opening chapter, a historical survey of the use
and differentiation of iconology and iconography, is based on
web searches, which provide a vast amount of leads into
the subject. A whole chapter is devoted to Panofsky's
interpretation of the terms. It is unfortunately too easy to
assume that, because a work of art can have meanings at
different levels, it must have them, just as for medieval
interpreters an innocent bit of narrative from the Bible had
to have a literal, an allegorical, a tropological and an
anagogical meaning. I'm a little suspicious of too great a
concern with the meanings that can be read into pictures, If
I were an art historian, I'd like to study the interaction
between the programmes laid down by the commissioners
of paintings and what the artists made of them: it's a bit like
assuming that an opera composer creates what you would
expect from the libretto, Perhaps cultural historians should
be as suspicious as musicians in extracting information
from artistic works,

The general message is one that is now obvious, but has
only penetrated to musicians over the last few years: artists
have their own agenda, and information they appear to
give about music and music-making must be questioned
and requires much investigation before it can be interpreted.
Every picture may tell a story, but it is often different from
what it seems. Anyone trying to use visual images to
understand early music will be wiser having read this,
although it is quite hard work. One quotation is apposite to
many books I have read recently:

It would seem that then [1580], as today, there was a temptation
to prefer erudite-sounding words to simple ones, given a choice.
In purely quantitative terms, the temptation has proven more
irresistible to writers in the later twentieth century than to all
others combined. (p. 14)

But the message of the book is

Art historians have gradually learned to accept the fact that
‘realism’ in the visual arts is an elusive phantom. Potential icono-
graphers of the performing arts, too, should realise that hardly any
image can be taken at face value. (p. 47)
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EARLY CLARINET

Colin Lawson The Early Clarinet: A Practical Guide.
Cambridge UP, 2000. xiii + 128pp. hb £30.00 ISBN 0 521
62459 2, pb £11,95 ISBN 0 571 62446 5

Clarinette: Méthodes et Traités, Dictionnaires. (Méthodes ¢
Traités, 6; Série 1, France 1600-1800). Fuzeau, 2000, 303pp,
FFR390,00

I can envisage several types of readers, all of whom will
find this helpful. The player of the modern clarinet who
wishes to find out about the early instruments to help in his
own stylish playing of the pre-20th century part of his
repertoire will find this useful in offering ideas and
information. Such a player who wants to take up an early
clarinet will benefit even more. It is not quite detailed
enough to act as a substitute for a teacher for someone
wanting to play an early clarinet from scratch: do such
people yet exist? Do they expect to read from parts at
sounding pitch? (I have of late been surprised by sackbut
players who cannot read the tenor clef, but there are now
early-music players who take it up without playing the
trombone and withour familiarity with the conventions of
notation for it,) There are also some technical comments
which need a little more explanation for another class of
reader, to which I belong: those who don't play any sort of
clarinet but are interested in the music and hence in what
played it. That apart, I found it illuminating and sur-
prisingly readable. Occasionally a little more authorial
intervention might have been useful. Various practical
points concerning looking after the instrument are quoted
on pp. 38-40, for instance, but they author does not confirm
that they are sensible. It seems odd to list a table of variants
between two editions of Handel's Ouverture for two clarinets
and horn without quoting the autograph readings.

Just as I was finishing this section a batch of new facsimiles
arrived from Fuzeau. I'll write about the rest next month,
but it is worth mentioning here the latest in their Méthodes
et Traités series. The selection of clarinet tutors is skewed
by restriction to French texts, but it is nevertheless a
valuable collection. It begins with the anonymous Principes
de clarinette of ¢.1760 attributed to Roeser and his Essai
d'instruction... of 1764. The most substantial item is the
Nouvelle Methode de Clarinette by Frederic Blasius (1796).
Van der Hagen's Methode Nouvelle et Raisonnee (1785) and
Nouvelle Méthode (1796) and Yost's Méthode (c.1800) are the
other instruction books; there are also excerpts from general
works and fingering charts, It isn't entirely comprehensive,
but any early clarinettist will want a copy.

PERFORMERS' FACSIMILES

Most of the recent issues are of keyboard music. Jean-
Francois Dandrieu's Troisiéme Livre de Piéces de Clavecin of
1734 (PF 167; £14.50) contains two long suites (with 10 & 8
pieces) and another six of just three pieces each, all with the
individual names that one expects from French keyboard
pieces of the period. I don't have the 1973 Schola Cantorum

edition of Dandrieu's three books, so cannot say whether
the facsimile is necessary to those who own it. But it is
certainly a useful publication for those who enjoy Francois
Couperin's slightly lesser contemporaries. Those not used
to facsimiles will be encouraged by the fact that most of the
music is in treble and bass clefs. Gustafson & Fuller's A
Catalogue of French Harpsichord Music 1699-1780 quotes from
a contemporary review:

Les personnes qui aiment les Chants gracieux, la modulation
naturelle et la bonne harmonie auront de quoi se satisfaire dans
cet Ouvrage, dont le Frontispice indique la caractere sous une
allégorie aussi bien executée qu'elle est ingénieuse.

However, the frontispiece is not very clear, and it is difficult
to distinguish the instruments accompanying the dancing
couple on the left. (Livres I & II are already published as PF
165 & 166, £17.00 & £14.50.)

C. P. E Bach's Sei Sonate per il Clavicembalo Solo all’ use delle
Donne (PF 1773; £12.50) is the least visually attractive of this
batch, with its movable type, and has soprano clef for the
right hand throughout, They seem to have been written in
the mid 1760s (their H numbers — 204, 205, 184, 206, 185,
207 — separate sonatas of 1765 and 1766; the set is more
simply numbered Wq 54) and were first published in Amster-
dam around 1770; the facsimile is of a Riga reprint of 1773.
Is it fanciful to link the sexual type-casting to the assump-
tion that the right hand can play more difficult music than
the left? (The proper professional — male - player would
have learnt a greater equality between his hands.)

Samuel Wesley's Voluntaries for the Organ op. 6 were pub-
lished as twelve individual items between 1802 and 1808,
They come in two volumes (PF 217-8; £14.50 each), taken
from an early reissue which has a continuous pagination
but preserves the separate title page for each voluntary,
They are multi-movement pieces for pedal-less organ with
considerable precision on registration, There are occasional
problems for modern performance with the bass going below
bottom C. Voluntary IV includes a fugue on Non nobis Domine.

Another facsimile of Boyce's Twelve Sonatas for Two Violins:
with a Bass for the Violoncello or Harpsichord (1747) seems
unnecessary (PF210; £29.50). Admittedly, as the publisher
of the existing one, I'm perhaps biased, so I'll set out the
differences without comment. KM costs only £20.00, and
includes a second copy of the continuo part. PF is more
generous in format with much bigger margins, but the
notes are the same size in both editions; KM is properly
printed from full-size photographic plates made direct from
an original copy, not our usual photocopy. KM has an intro-
duction which refers briefly to the other sources, including
various MS scores, a list of misprints, and a facsimile of a
page of autograph score giving a different version of one
movement. Both PF 8 KM include the extraordinarily large
list of subscribers (though KM squashes eight pages onto
one for economy), an amazing testimony to Boyce's status
and to the amount of amateur music-making here and
abroad — 15 names in the USA, PF includes a later (1788)
portrait, KM has a two-page Walsh catalogue from ¢, 1747.
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ASTAS MUSICA INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL

Sarah Turvey

I must admit that it was the beautiful picture of the
Croatian coastline on the front of the Astas Musica
International Summer Schoel brochure that first attracted my
attention. However, I soon realised that it would also be an
interesting course for me to attend as a singer specializing
in Early Music. The Summer School offers tuition in strings,
harpsichord and historical dance with tutors of interna-
tional repute in the field of historically aware performance,
culminating each year in a semi-staged production of an
opera or oratorjo involving all of the participants.

It is important to understand something of the history of
the Summer School to appreciate why six years after its
foundation, Estas Musica 1.5.S. continues to be an unique
educational and artistic venture in South-Eastern Europe. It
was created for a dual musical and social purpose. Director
and Founder, Croatian violinist Maja Zarkovic (who was
then a student at the Royal College of Music) formed the
idea of the Summer School with the aim of helping to fill a
cultural gap created by the war in the region.

Being among the rare Croatian musicians who had an opportunity
to win a scholarship to study in London, I felt it was my duty to
do something for those who were cut off from what was
happening in the rest of the musical world. The School was
formed from the view of music and education as powerful tools
for communication. T approached several renowned musicians
asking whether they would come to teach in Croatia. It was
overwhelming to get their positive responses and to encounter
their human concern. Since then, a group of wonderful musicians
joined by volunteers in administration and participants from all
over the world, have been helping to restore a few broken strings
in a wounded part of Europe through the shared joy of music-
making of a high standard. When the course was formed, there
were only a few people in Croatia who had experience in Eatly
Music performance. There are still difficulties that prevent students
from choosing a career in Early Music, such as the lack of instru-
ments and tuition. In fact, the only place in Croatia and the whole
region where students of music can work with professional early
music players and teachers is at the /Estas Musica 1.§.5. With a
significant move in favour of historically aware performance
practice not only in Croatia but also in surrounding countries, I
hope there will be ways of overcoming these obstacles.

The Summer School has been held in several beautiful
places in Croatia during its existence to date. In 1996,
Purcell's Dioclesian was performed at the Palace peristyle of
the original ancient Roman Emperor Dioclesian in the
coastal town of Split. Handel's oratorio L'Allegro, il Penseroso
ed il Moderato was performed in 1998 in one of the oldest
cathedrals in Europe, St Jacob's Cathedral in Sibenik, and in
1997 and 1998 the Summer School was held in the scenic
town of Primsten. In 1999 it was held for the first time in
Varazdin in Northern Croatia. Just two hours drive from
the capital Zagreb, the baroque town of Varazdin is listed
by UNESCO as having special historical significance. For
many years Varazdin was part of the Austro-Hungarian

Empire, and the influences of this time on the architecture
and cuisine are very apparent. Of course I didn't know any
of this history when I enrolled last year — only that the
music being covered sounded exciting, the course was
inexpensive and in an interesting place, and I had a friend
going who urged me to go too.

The Summer School in 1999 once again involved an
ambitious amount of musical preparation, culminating in
semi-staged performances of Blow's Venus and Adonis and
Charpentier's Actéon in Varazdin Palace. As well as preparing
all the choruses for these operas, the choir (which was
largely made up of Croatian participants) rehearsed motets
and Byrd's 5-part Mass for performance in Varazdin Cathedral.
Rehearsals were conducted with great enthusiasm and
humour by Alastair J. Hume, who was a founder member
of The King's Singers. He managed to stun us with his varied
collection of colourful shorts! Meanwhile, Mary Collins was
exercising her amazing stamina and energy by tutoring
classes of dancers around the clock, providing people from
as young as seven and eight years old with the valuable
opportunity to gain some experience in historical dance.
The instrumentalists had a busy programme throughout
the course. Not only did they prepare the scores of the
opetas, but they also worked on chamber and solo repertoire
under the guidance of inspiring instrumental tutors, Laurence
Cummings, Nicolette Moonen, Jennifer Ward-Clarke and
Artistic Director Catherine Mackintosh. Like many other
participants, Bojan Cicic, a violin student from the Music
Academy in Zagreb, expressed his enthusiasm about the
opportunity to work with tutors and meet other musicians
from all round the world. It was his first contact with
historical approaches to performance practice and he took
to it like a fish to water, going away with the aim of trying
to establish his own chamber ensemble and keep in regular
contact with the other instrumentalists he had met.

For me there were several highlights to the Summer School.
Musical aspects aside, Varazdin is a lovely town with many
wonderful restaurants, bakeries and coffee houses and a
marvellous daily market providing a window to the
culinary traditions of Northern Croatia. It became my habit
to make a daily tour of the market on my way to breakfast
at the nearby bakery/coffee house — a very pleasant way to
begin any day. Of course, the opportunity to meet and
work with the tutors and the other participants from all
round the world was fantastic. On our morning off many of
us climbed into a bus and visited Trakoscan Castle, the long
history of which includes the famous Esterhazy family,
This was also a great opportunity to see some of the
beautiful Croatian countryside. The Estas Musica LS.S.
however, was made particularly memorable to me by its
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final concerts. Combining all the singers, dancers, instru-
mentalists and several of the tutors, both Venus and Adonis
and Actéon were semi-staged with costumes kindly provided
by the wardrobe department of the Varazdin Theatre. It
was all filmed for Croatian television. The familiar and
inevitable concerns that everything will be ready in time
made the success of the end result even more triumphant!

The Astas Musica 1.5.S. has deservedly gained a wide
reputation in its short life both in Croatia and abroad. Much
credit is due to Maja's original inspiration and all the tutors,

participants and interested organisations and individuals
who have helped to make it the success it has become,
With further support, it can continue to fulfil its initial
and ongoing aims as a valuable venture in South-Eastern
Europe and abroad.

This year the summer school will again be held in Varazdin
between 19 and 28th August. For further information and appli-
cation form (deadline 15 June) contact /Estas Musica, PO Box
271, New Malden, KT3 4YD. Tel/fax +44 (0)20 8473 4933

e mail: aestas_musica@hotmail.com

THE SOUND OF THE CORNETTO

Stephen Cassidy

‘An international Symposium on the playing technique,
performance practice, historic importance, manufacture
and repertoire of the cornetto’ was presented by Vincent
Meyer in collaboration with the Bate Collection, Oxford
University and the Historic Brass Society on 26-28 April,

Not since Andrew Parrott’s 1991 performance of the large-
scale Gabrieli works has such a constellation of cornetto
stars been seen at these latitudes. For a remarkable three
days an extended family was brought together comprising
pioneers, role models, young talent, academics, keen amateurs
and makers. This was made possible by the vision and
generosity of Vincent Meyer, and steered on its course by
the friendly hand and witty charm of Jeremy West. The
guiding principles of the Historic Brass Society through its
chairman Jeff Nussbaum, were in evidence too. The HBS
seems to have honed the ability to put together winning
combinations of ingredients for successful events. It con-
tained the ideal mix of masterclasses, papers, and concerts.
I had a secret concern before this year’s event that a
symposium on the cornetto alone might prove a surfeit of
riches, even for one such as me. I need have had no fear.
The highly inclusive mix of playing sessions (from beginners
to advanced), lecture recitals on playing issues, papers and
masterclasses gave variety for everyone. The issues raised
rippled beyond the cornetto into many areas of musical
interest. Each evening highly entertaining concerts were
given by everyone’s cornetto heroes: Jean-Pierre Canihac,
Bruce Dickey, Jean Tubery, Jeremy West and Roland
Wilson, supported by new talent, sackbut players and the
continuo players Rob Howarth and Gary Cooper.

It was therefore a very fitting occasion for the presentation
of the HBS Christopher Monk award to Bruce Dickey. The
award is given annually to a prominent figure recognised
for a major sustained contribution to the field of early
brass. Christopher Monk can be fairly credited with the
reappearance of the cornetto in the firmament, He seeded
the world with thousands of excellent inexpensive instru-
ments. Some inevitably may have fallen on stony ground,
but in the nature of seeding this is a necessary part of

discovering the fertile areas. Amongst the areas of fertility
were many, including Bruce Dickey who took the cornetto
to extraordinary heights. It is easy to underestimate that
not only has performance on the instrument reached these
heights in a single generation, but that that generation had
no role models, no teachers, nor even any external sound
picture to aim for. One of the rewarding features of the
event was the pulling together of those generations: from
Don Smithers, friend of Christopher Monk and the first to
record the instrument, through Bruce Dickey and the
current established professionals, to the wealth of young
talent emerging from the colleges. The tutors had the
generosity to express the hope that they would in turn be
surpassed. I hope there develops a market to sustain the
new talent, One of the best ways to help create that market
is by bringing together amateurs and professionals in such
imaginative events which develop the field.

Amongst the specific items vying for a mention, a few
illustrate the variety. David Staff gave some perspectives on
doubling baroque trumper and cornetto, Prof Murray
Campbell gave us an inimitable tour of the physical acoustics
of the instrument. Don Smithers traced the cornetto and
trumpet origins back through the Old Testament to reload
the instruments with a symbolism which we have allowed
to evaporate, but which determined their musical context.
Bruce Dickey talked us through the demands of his favourite
teacher, Luigi Zenobi del Cornetto of ¢. 1600. The leading
modern cornetto players have worked diligently through
the treatises and recreated a sound consistent with the
highest ideals expressed in them. The prime ideal is the
imitation of the human voice. Several years ago I attended a
voice symposium at this same venue, mounted by Andrew
Parrott in a laudable attempt to explore and perhaps recreate
those vocal ideals. In a strange inversion, singing styles now
move within a very conservative orbit, whilst the best instru-
mental players can imitate better early singing styles — which
they need to recreate in their heads. What a pity that members
of that voice symposium were not there to hear Luzzaschi's
musica secreta piece for three sopranos played on cornetti by
Jean-Pierre Canihac, Jean Tubery and Bruce Dickey!
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LONDON CONCERTS

Andrew Benson-Wilson

In 1998, the youthful and ambitious Classical Opera
Company put on two of Mozart's earliest dramatic works,
the dramatic cantata Grabmusik and Apollo et Hyacinthus,
both written when he was 11. Continuing the theme, they
have now moved forward a year to the 12-year-old
Mozart's precocious comic opera La finta semplice (Royal
Opera House Lindbury Studio Theatre, 3 April). The very
early works of great composers are difficult to review -
they inevitably do not show the mastery that the composer
later became capable of, so are open to undue criticism -
but are usually staggering achievements for a youth, so are
open to undue praise. The biggest problem in La finta
semplice was the helter-skelter outpouring of action during
the recitatives (also the case in Handel's Silla, reviewed
below), despite some well crafted English sub-titles — an
error of Mozart (or his librettist), not the direction. There
are some very attractive arias, notably the first aria of
Rosina, the ‘false innocent’ of the title, ‘Colla bocca e non
col core’ (although Sarah Fox's voice and timing was not as
secure as it could have been); Cassandro's rumbustuous
‘I'm not drunk’ aria “‘Ubriaco non son io’, sung with gusto
by D'Arcy Bleiker; Polidoro's ‘Sposa cara, sposa bella’
(Christopher Saunders) and Giacinta's ‘Che scompiglio, che
flagello’, sung superbly from the far corner of the orchestra
by an excellent last-minute stand in, Stephanie Marshall. It
was unfortunate that no time was allowed for applause for
her arias — and it was an unforgivable breach of etiquette
that the out-of-voice singer who acted the part of Giacinta,
but did not sing the arias, did not acknowledge her stand-
in when she came on stage for the final applause. The
finales to the three Acts showed the young Mozart's
promise in being able to string together longer musical
arguments, although he never quite managed to bring the
characters together musically. From the introductory talk
(1 April), it was clear that a lot of work had gone into this
production although, on the day, lan Page's conducting of
singers and players never really extended beyond the
competent and the stage direction over-accented the
frenetic pace of the exuberant young Mozart. In their three
years of existence, The Classical Opera Company have built
up an enviable list of backers and patrons, and produce
interesting programmes and excellent publicity — the time
has now come to focus on musical excellence.

The London Handel Society are far from newcomers to the
London opera scene, Their 23rd annual Handel Festival
featured two operas, Ottone and Silla. Ottone was given a fully-
staged performance in the Britten Theatre at the Royal
College of Music (an object lesson for the designers of the
Lindbury Studio Theatre at the Royal Opera House). Set in
10th-century Rome, the plot charts the interrelationships
between three pairs of characters, centered around King

Otto II of Germany, and was first performed in London’s
Royal Academy of Music in 1719. It is not the most gripping
of Handel’s operas, although there are some attractive set
piece arias. Two youthful casts were used over the five
performances. On 4 April, Adam Green was the star as the
heroic pirate Emireno, with Juliane Young’s boyish voice
well suited to the trouser role of Alberto. Although there
was some stunning lighting, the direction was aimless and
the stage set was visually awkward, Despite its concert
setting, Silla (Royal College of Music Concert Hall, 11
April) was a much more powerful affair, with a stronger
cast making the best of a dreadful libretto and verbose
recitatives, With only three arias, James Bowman had to
make the most of the recits to portray the complex
character of Silla, a rather unpleasant dictator of Rome
around 80 BC. Bowman (far too nice a chap for such roles)
was at his mellifluous best in the gorgeous slumber song
‘Dolce numa’. But he ignored the implied mood of some of
the recits, easing into gentle cadences as he hastened to slay
the arrogant hydra with his sword and on two other
occasions when his stage directions were to storm off in a
rage., His fellow alto was Simon Baker, on fine form in the
more demanding role of Claudius with its trumpet aria.
Three of the four sopranos impressed, Joanne Lunne being
the exception, pulling the pulse around to fit her ornaments
and not quite reaching the highest notes during her duet
‘Sol per te’. As well as keeping in time, Natasha Marsh had
far better control of vibrato and was particularly effective in
the mezzo area of her voice — her prison aria was magical.
Elizabeth Cragg produced a number of spell-binding
moments, including the heart-wrenching ‘Sei gia morto’ and
an exquisitely touching recit ‘Be silent, you are dear to me,
too much I love you’, which must have melted the heart of
Simon Baker, into whose eyes she gazed. The orchestral
playing was crisp and to the point, with clear direction by
the leader, Adrian Butterfield. [The orchestral material from
these performance will be available from King's Music.]

Studiously ignoring Bach, The Sixteen are undertaking
their own pilgrimage around some of England’s most
impressive buildings with a programme of pre-Reformation
music. I overheard part of a rehearsal in Winchester Cath-
edral and heard them in concert in Oxford’s rather smaller
Christ Church Cathedral the following day (8 April).
Standing on the southern side of the crossing, facing
towards the expansive south transept, this was one venue
where the acoustic was on their side. Of the 28 listed
singers (plus extras for a Spem in Alium in Canterbury)
covering the whole series, the 18 appearing in Oxford were
amongst the finest. The Sixteen are going from strength to
strength, whether in their show piece summer Handel
performances of this more esoteric and purer repertoire,
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Harry Christophers has an innate sense of the architecture
of music, overlaying large-scale structural elements with
the all important small scale details — particularly noticeable
in a piece like Byrd’s Ad Dominum cum tribularer or Tallis’s
O nata lux with its delightfully slithery cadences. For a
group that includes a number of fine young solo singers,
the tonal cohesion between their voices is awesome and
tuning is rarely short of perfect, although there was one
rather ragged entrance and a wandering alto cadence. John
Browne’s impassioned and moving Salve Regina was the
highlight. The Sixteen's pilgrimage continues, and is well
worth joining,

The usual Easter week cycle of Passions took on a mew
twist this year with a fully staged opera production of
Bach's St. John Passion at the English National Opera,
directed by Deborah Warner with Stephen Layton as con-
ductor, Going several steps further than Jonathan Miller's
semi-staged St. Matthew Passion, this was theatrical opera
at its most powerful — Stephen Layton was quoted in the
press as saying that ‘It is a better plot than any opera. I
mean, they don't crucify many people in opera.’ St. John's is
the most personal of all the Gospel interpretations, and
Mark Padmore's Evangelist was an intensely intimate por-
trayal of the story teller who becomes an integral part of his
story — indeed, the conclusion of the final chorus focused
entirely on Padmore, standing alone, centre stage, amidst a
sea of post-Diana flowers and holding a pathetically
bleating lamb. The giggles of the audience were surely as
much a release of emotional tension as a humorous response.
Paul Whelan was an unnerving Jesus — the striking Sunday
School imagery, complete with flowing locks, contrasted
with an unmistakably gaunt and alienated edge. The visual
image of the chorus was predominantly English middle
class (all were in modern dress) which rather helped build
my own image of David Kempster's Pilate as a pompous
senior immigration official confronting a scruffy and rather
angry Eastern European illegal immigrant in Tunbridge
Wells — the only utterance that was not Bach's was Pilate's
exasperated and bemused ‘Ah’, his hand clasped to his head,
as Jesus announced that his Kingdom was not of this world.
Musically the honours must go to Mark Padmore for his
outstanding portrayal of the tortured Evangelist. Natalie
Christie (soprano) expressed fresh-faced evangelical inno-
cence in her opening aria and delved the emotional depths
for her final aria, as she comforted the distraught Evan-
gelist, and Barry Banks and Michael George had fine roles;
but Catherine Wyn-Rogers was far too operatic for my
tastes, as was most of the ENO chorus. The orchestra was
also a typical ENO fudge, with some decent early instru-
mentalists for the key parts (helpfully raised at the sides of
the pit to stage level) but some less-than-converted players
in the remaining parts. Stephen Layton, no stranger to
Easter Passions and an inspired choice for this production,
made valiant, and generally successful, efforts to keeping
the whole show together and pushed the pace at a sensible
rate, despite all efforts by the chorus and many of the band
to frustrate him, I am not ashamed to admit that I found
this production an overwhelmingly powerful experience.

Westminster Abbey should have been far more to my tastes
as a venue for St. John's Passion, but I came away from the
performance there (18 April) strangely unmoved - the
entirely secular Coliseum seemed a far more spiritual place.
The Choir of Westminster Abbey were joined by Florilegium
and directed by their new Organist, James O'Donnell,
together with a very curious choice of soloists for a
performance that had promising ‘early music’ credentials.
James Gilchrist was a engaging Evangelist, his voice and
stage presence portraying his involvement with the story,
and Carolyn Sampson, one of my favourite younger
singers, was on top form, beautifully reflecting the mixed
emotions of ‘ZerfleiBe, mein Herze’ as she repeated the final
words ‘dein Jesus ist tot’ first mournfully, then angrily. But
the remaining soloists, to varying degrees, wobbled and
fambled their way around their notes in a wholly un-
convincing way. It was unnerving to have Christus (who
growled into his score) also appearing as the bass soloist,
particularly in the aria “Mein teurer Heiland’ which is
directed to Christ just after he dies [though that seems to
have been what Bach expected CB]. The lengthy pause that
came between the recitative announcement of Christ's
death and the bass aria was interrupted by a very loud
cough by somebody who clearly had not been keeping up
with the plot. The ageing voice and overly operatic style of
the counter-tenor was also misplaced. O'Donnell's direction
was well considered, and boy trebles produced a delight-
fully instrumental tone,

Another feature of Easter week in London is the Hazard
Chase series of concerts at The Temple Church and St
John's, Smith Square, culminating in one of the Passions.
The lunchtime concerts at the Temple, broadcast live on
BBC Radio 3, included The Private Music, Joglaresa, Red
Byrd with Trio Medizval and The Hilliard Ensemble. The
Private Music have consolidated their position since winning
last year's International Early Music Network Competition
in York and gave a very professional and musical concert.
They are fronted by soprano Hedvig Eriksson, who coped
magnificently with the alarmingly low start of Christoph
Bernhard's cantata Aus der Tiefe. Biber's 10th Mystery Sonata
gave violinist Mira Glodeanu a chance to show her mettle,
but [ wasn't sure about changing from organ to harpsichord
continuo part way through — nor using the harpsichord in
Purcell's The earth trembled. The high point of the week was
the first London appearance of the Norwegian group Trio
Medizval, with three sopranos, (Anna Maria Friman, Linn
Andrea Fuglseth and Torunn @strem Ossum). Formed and
moulded through the Hilliard Summer Festivals, they are a
most impressive new group. Their clear and unforced voices,
with superb control of intonation and blend of tone,
combine with an obvious musical intelligence, as evidenced
by their ability to shape a musical line and give structure to
a piece. They performed the Messe de Tournai and the Alleluia
Dulce lignum by Leonin and joined John Potter and Richard
Wistreich (Red Byrd) for some contemporary pieces. Others
have tried to reinterpret the medieval repertoire for soprano
voices, but none as successfully as this young group. And,
although it is probably rather politically incorrect to mention
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it, it is nice to find a group that are far more attractive in
the flesh, so to speak, than they appear in their rather stark
publicity photographs. The concert by Joglaresa was a very
strange affair. They bill themselves as ‘the only ensemble
performing medieval music to have drawn performers
exclusively from the improvisational spheres of jazz and
world music rather than classical music’. What this meant
in practice was music ranging from 12th century Iraq to
14th century Italian laude all performed in a uniformly neo-
Arabic style which, although not unattractive in small
doses, did outstay its welcome over a one hour concert,
never mind any questions of authenticity of music written
two centuries and a few thousand miles apart,

The Gabrieli Consort and Players made their regular Easter
Sunday trip to the Barbican for a performance of Bach's
Easter Oratorio, Magnificat in D and the Sinfonia from
Cantata 42, Their otherwise strong line-up of soloists (Julia
Gooding, Robin Blaze, Paul Agnew and Neal Davis) was let
down by soprano Kimberly McCord, who lacked clarity
and seemed out of kilter in what was essentially a team
performance, generally ignoring both conductor and fellow
soloists and directing her attention straight to the audience,
even in choruses. Paul Agnew's voice is exquisitely
expressive, but he is prone to dropping the volume at the
beginning and end of phrases to a point where audibility
can be impaired. Robin Blaze demonstrated his outstanding
clarity and vocal agility in ‘Deposuit potentes’ and in Mary
Magdalena's aria ‘Saget, saget mir geschwinde’, with its
hushed cadenza-like close. The players of The Gabrieli
Consort were on top form with Katy Bircher's hesitatingly
rhetorical flute solo in ‘Seele, deine Spezereien’ and
Katharine Spreckelsen's obligato oboe in ‘Saget, saget mir
geschwinde’ being particularly noteworthy. Paul McCreesh's
conducting was fluid and involved, directing the Magnificat
without a score and working with his musicians. His speeds
are less frenetic than they used to be, allowing space for his

own musical interpretations, bringing out, for example, the
dance suite character of the arias in the Easter Oratorio — a
work that ought to be better known.

For a city that has such a strong reputation for early music
performance, it is curious that London has so few organ
concerts devoted to the early repertoire, notwithstanding
the general lack of appropriate organs. The visit to Mayfair's
Grosvenor Chapel of the Italian organist (and founder/
director of the Venice Baroque Orchestra), Andrea Marcon
was therefore particularly welcome (25 April). The concert
was part of the Royal College of Organists' series ‘from
Bach to the outer limits’, with the rather questionable
inference that countries like Italy were ‘peripheral’ to the
central organ cultures of Germany and France. The
programme included examples of the Italian Toccata from
the grandeur of Frescobaldi's Toccata V (1627) via Rossi’s
operatic Toccata IV and delightfully quirky Toccata VII to
Froberger's dreamy Toccata III (1649) and Kerll's sombre
dutezze e ligatura Toccata IV, Marcon's improvised flourishes
at the opening of the Toccatas and Salvatore's Canzona francese
seconda were outstanding, as was his ability to express
subtleties of organ tone through sensitivity of keyboard
touch, The Grosvenor Chapel organ is particularly helpful
in this respect, although its unequal temperament proved a
bit harsh for Bach C-minor Passacaglia and not pure
enough for the Italian repertoire, written for meantone
instruments, although most of the scrunchy bits were
pleasantly noticeable (the organ's overall tuning was not at
its best). Andrea Marcon is an extremely persuasive inter-
preter of early Italian music, exposing the expressive,
emotional and rhetorical qualities that are so often missing
in performance today indeed, the workshop the following
day (which generally shows up teachers more than their
pupils) demonstrated how little the Italian early keyboard
repertoire is really understood in this country.

RAMEAU'S ADONIS AT BENSLOW

Selene Mills

The amateur production of a Baroque opera from scratch
in under a week was the brainchild of Michael Procter and
Opera Restor'd, who directed the first Benslow Music
Trust's Opera Project eleven years ago. With some
inevitable practical and personnel changes over the years,
the format has basically remained the same: a bunch of
strangers with suitcases filled variously with music-stands,
white tights and throat pastilles meet in a country house,
and a few days later give a fully-staged performance of - in
this case — a work never previously performed in English in
the UK. The key figures in all this were, from the beginning,
the Director and Leader of The Parley of Instruments —
Peter Holman and Judy Tarling; the repetiteur of Opera
Restor'd, John Flinders, and dancer and choreographer

Lucy Graham, more recently joined by Stage Director
Steven Adby and by Opera Manager Becca Friswell.

The first half of the programme offered an Arne symphony,
Handel's anthem Let thy hand be strengthened, a delightful
flute concerto by Festing, a Purcell vocal dialogue, and an
extraordinary performance of the Menuet sequence from
Bach's Brandenburg 1, with the Polonaise taken at what
seemed like a furious lick, but was actually the correct
proportional speed which Peter and Judy had been dying
to try out for years. This little concert served to show off
the orchestra and instrumental and vocal soloists, and
(during the week) to give the participants something other
than the Rameau opera to get their teeth into,
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And it certainly was a mouthful! In awkward keys for both
wind and strings, and with constant time changes and
nowhere to gather breath (or tune up), by all accounts it
was the hardest score ever attempted in the Benslow
context, For the singers too there were many difficulties:
very few hummable tunes, and quixotic timings which
really tested the soloists as they tried to keep time with the
conductor while maintaining their réles. Musically it was
not Rameau's best work, although there were many
beautiful passages, particularly for Venus and Diana, and
some splendid orchestral writing, including virtuosic parts
for the two horn players. The plot scarcely deserved that
name, being utterly predictable and straightforward.

But it was the staging, acting, singing and dancing which
made the evening an urtter delight. Paula Bishop's superb
presence (as Cupid) set the scene for the action, and almost
all of the cast threw themselves into their parts with great
conviction, and with a pleasing unity to their gestures and
movement as well as their singing. Charlotte McLean, as
Venus, never seemed quite engaged, but Clare McCaldin
was a marvellously stern but malleable Diana, who could
inform the audience of her precise state of mind with a
mere glance. Dance was a vital part of the performance.
There was music for plenty of tutti dancing, in which the
members of the chorus, and sometimes the soloists, joined
very competently; but the best moments were when the
seven specialist dancers took centre stage. Under Lucy
Graham's direction they had choreographed some of the
dances themselves, and these provided excellent sub-plots
to add interest to the basic story of Venus and Diana
squabbling over the mortal huntsman, Adonis. The dancers —
particularly the men, who had the most active roles — were
as good at acting as they were at dancing, and their
contribution, together with that of the hard-working
orchestra, was essential to the success of the evening,

Benslow Music Trust Barogue Opera Project, 24-30 April 2000

[ M ' Subscription rates
fllr y u.SlC UK: £15.00 Europe: £20.00
Rest of World: £30.00 (air), £20.00
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Cheques payable to King's Music
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(848.00 airmail, $32.00 surface)

payable to C. A. [. Bartlett
Credit cards  VISA Mastercard Eurccard Delta Switch Solo
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BLOWING OUR OWN TRUMPET
a few recent quotes

I really don't know how you do it — it is always welcome on the
doormat. Jonathan Jones, Cambridge Baroque Camerata

Thank you and the team for another year's news, enlight-enment
and amusement. The work rate, particularly CB's is most
impressive. - Jim Marshall

Many thanks for an interesting magazine. You have managed to
provide an interesting forum for differing views on early music
performance etc. I am glad you have not become a dull glossy!
The reviews of books, music and CD's are never dull and always
informative. Keep up the great work and long may it continue.
Eleanor Thompson

By far the most lavishly produced magazine in the

booming early music field is Goldberg.

—THE WASHINGTON POsT

a quarterly magazine:

august, november, february, may. .

english/french

and english/spanish editions

receive one CD, free, with

a two-year subscription to
GOLDBERG [8 issues, £ 35,50]:
MuUsICA VATICANA, ;
performed by Pomerium

and directéd by A. Blachly.

a new Glissando disc.
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subscribe:
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CHANT

Adoratio crucis Boni Pueri, Schola Gregor-
iana Pragensis, David Eben 68' 49"
Supraphon SU 3448-2 231

The programme is in two sections: music
from Holy Week (mostly Good Friday,
when, like the Gesualdo reviewed below, 1
happened first to play it), and music for
other feasts of the Cross. If the picture of
the singers is to believed, there are 11 men
and 25 boys - though the ‘Good Boys’
choir as a whole is 250-strong. 1 like the
sound; the contrast of octave is attractive,
and the general impression of the singing is
relaxed without being too laid-back. CB

MEDIEVAL

Les Trois Maries: Easter liturgical drama
(14th century); Chants for the Feast of Easter
Ensemble Gilles Binchois, Dominique Vellard
Virgin Veritas 7243 5 45398 2 4 67' 00"

The Easter play comes from the Livre de la
Trésorerie d'Origny-Ste-Benoite, a Benedictine
nunnery near St-Quentin. It runs for about
half an hour and includes sections in
French, leading it further from the liturgy
than some shorter Latin plays. There is a
certain monotony in the repeated stanzas
of the scene with the spice-seller which the
beauty of the female voices emphasises.
The whole play is sung impressively, with
a hint of dramatic spacing and effective
structural use of drones. It is preceded by
the blessing of the Paschal candle, Exultet,
and concludes with a series of Easter
chants, sung in an earlier style (I assume
that, by the 14th century, chant singing
was, like quadratic notation, fairly four-
square). Dominique Vellard takes the role
of a maie priest among six female singers,
who make a marvellous sound and move
flexibly and fluently. The fine booklet notes
by Susan Rankin and Marie Nogl Colette are
in French and English, but the sung texts
are only in Latin and French. CB

Llibre Vermell Sarband 63' 14"
Dorian DOR-93292

I've been criticised for reviewing CDs from
listening to them while driving; in this
case, I'm glad that my first hearing was on
my way to rehearse the first of Suffolk's four
Biber concerts (see p. 1 & Diary). Sarband's
imaginative performances made the journey
speed by. I had some doubts whether 14th-
century music in Montserrat could have
sounded like this, but I didn't really care.
But when I played it again at my desk, an
element of musicological conscience urged
caution. So perhaps take what you hear
less as a historical reconstruction than a
brilliant and moving recreation based
freely on the surviving MS and enjoy it for
its vigour and beauty. CB

RECORD REVIEWS

Medieval Music in Denmark Musica Ficta,
Bo Holten 65' 07"
dacapo 8.224133

I made the mistake of running on to this
after hearing Sarband's Red Book; it then
sounded rather worthy and dull. I tried it
again on my journey home and it seemed
much better, even if it lacks Sarband's
panache. Reading John Bergsagel's booklet
essay is necessary to understand how some
of the music is relevant to the disc's title:
first time through I was puzzled by the
Notre-Dame items. These flow extremely
well, but the tuning isn't spot on. Alter-
nation of male and female voices gives
variety and there is much attractive music
here — you don't have to be a Danophile to
enjoy it. CB

15th CENTURY

Josquin Desprez Missa Ave maris stella,
Vergil-Motetten Dufay Ensemble, Eckehard
Kiem dir 50' 25"

Ars Musici AM 1278-2

+ Absalon fili mi, Dulces exuviae, Fama malum, Tu
solus qui facis mirabilia

This ensemble from Freiburg obviously
loves its early music, and the seven singers
have worked hard to record this CD - but
it shows. Unfortunately the hazards of
putting two voices on a single part are
demonstrated here by the two counter-
tenors, who together produce a singularly
nasty sound, particularly on high plain-
chant passages arching over polyphony in
the Jower parts. On his own the principal
Superius is fine, as are all the other singers,
and when numbers are kept to one per
part everything is lovely; but there is
something amateurish about the whole
disk, and alto Markus Baisch should stick
to orchestral conducting. The interpre-
tation of the Mass is good, with strong
rthythms and clear part-singing, but all the
wrong syllables are emphasized; for me a
vocal performance without understanding,
or perhaps without caring about, the text
is pointless. The disk motets include two
with texts from Virgil's Aeneid — Fdama
malum and Dulces exuvige — apparently
recorded here for the first time on CD.
Dulces exuviae, the final words of Dido
before her death, is particularly beautiful.
Selene Mills

16th CENTURY

Guerrero Vespers for All Saints, Missa pro
defunctis Chapelle du Roi, Alistair Dixon
Signum SIGCD017 76' 54"

The Chapelle du Roi just go from strength
to strength! As so often with groups engaged
in extended projects recording the com-
plete works of a particular composer (in
this case Thomas Tallis), the work in hand
informs all the other activities of the choir,

and this is certainly the case here. The
feeling for the music's ‘cool beauty” is acutely
developed, and the technical assurance is
considerable. The alternation of chant and
polyphony, ranging from the simplest
faburden to more complex writing, is
extremely effective, and the reconstruction
of the two sequences of music utterly con-
vincing. Incidentally, the faburden setting
of Laudate pueri by Rodrigo Ceballos is
remarkably similar to the setting of the
same material associated with the Inverness
Sang Schule, a testimony to the inter-
national character of these modest syllabic
settings. Comparison is invited with the
recent account of the Requiem by The
Orchestra of the Renaissance (Glossa GCD
921 402). The latter performance employs
instruments and uses Guerrero's revised
edition of 1582, which takes into account
the deliberations of the Council of Trent,
whereas in the present version the voices
are unaccompanied and the source used is
the pre-Tridentine 1566 publication. The
performances are consequently very differ-
ent, and as each is outstanding in its own
way, 1 would recommend investing in
both. D. James Ross

Taverner Missa Corona spinea, Gaude
plurimum, In pace The Sixteen, Harry
Christophers 58' 38" (rec 1989)

Hyperion Helios CDH55051 ££

Taverner Missa Gloria tibi Trinitas, Audivi
vocem de coelo The Sixteen, Harry Christo-
phers 45'01" (rec 1984)

Hyperion Helios CDH55052 ££

Taverner Missa Mater Christi sanctissima
The Sixteen, Harry Christophers, Fretwork
65' 09" (rec 1992)

Hyperion Helios CDH55053 ££

+ Hodic nobis coelorum rex, In nomine ad, Magnificat
ad, Mater Christi, Quemadmodum a6

Marvellous music in good recordings from
the 1980s. Perhaps we might now favour a
slightly lower pitch — the soprano line
grows a little tiring, but it doesn't conceal
the lower parts as much as in some high
performances of this repertoire. Well
worth reissuing, even if the Gloria tibi
Trinitas disc is a bit short. The sing-
through of its chant is not separately
tracked nor texted in the booklet. CB

Victoria Missa Gaudeamus, Missa Pro
victoria The Cardinall's Musick, Andrew
Carwood 77'43"

ASV Gaudeamus CD GAU 198

+ motets Doctor bonus, Cum bheatus Ignatius,
Descendit angelus Domini, Ecce sacerdos  magnus,
Estote fortes, Hic vir despiciens mundum, O decus
Apostolicum, Tu es Petrus, Veni sponsa

This is a very fine recording indeed and a
most welcome one. The two masses
represent opposite ends of the composer’s
stylistic spectrum while the motets show
both the young idealist and the more
experienced craftsman ac work. The masses
are sung two to a part, the motets by solo
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singers. There is quite a contrast in tempo
too: the Missa Gaudeamus has a stately tactus
which allows it room to breathe without
dragging; the motets run along at a semi-
breve per second which emphasises the
madrigalian qualities stressed in Andrew
Carwood’s liner-notes. The shorter lower-
voiced motets can sound a bit rushed
occasionally but, on the whole, I like these
brisk tempi which give the music tremend-
ous drive and can leave one gasping at the
brilliance of the three double-soprano pieces
in particular. The Missa pro victoria (based
on Janequin's La guerre) is sung without
instruments and without the organ part
which the composer supplied for Choir 1.
This is a controversial decision but one
which can be justified by the performance
which is confident in its choice of tempo,
clear in its declamation of the words and
beautifully in tune. Carwood has trans-
posed the music on this very full CD
variably to exploit the vocal combinations
available to him (there is a certain logic to
most of it, related to clef combinations but
00 complicated to go into here). The result
is some of the most beautiful Victoria
singing I have heard: it has energy, perfect
tuning and a wonderful sense of line and
proportion — clearly a labour of love on the
part of the singers and conductor (who
also sings in some of the motets). Please
can we have some more! Neel O'Regan

Eatly Venetian Lute Music: Joan Ambrosio
Dalza, Francesco Spinacino, Franciscus
Bossinensis, Vincenzo Capirola Christopher
Wilson with Shirley Rumsey lutes 60'33
Naxos 8.553694 £

This evocative anthology of music from
some of the earliest surviving lute sources
gives a fascinating overview of state-of-
the-art Iute writing just after 1500. Much
of the music comes from the gloriously
printed collections issued by Petrucci
between 1507 and 1511, and ranges from
exploratory ricercars to raunchy foot-
stamping dances. The highlights for me
were the haunting duets of Francesco
Spinacino, where a deliciously unpredict-
able division line wends its rthapsodic way
over the supporting tenor. Christopher
Wilson's playing is as agile and mellifluous
as ever, and he and duettist Shirley Rumsey
achieve an exemplary precision of ensemble.
A beautifully recorded disc, which is a real
bargain. Lynda Sayce

Factor orbis: sacred vocal music of the
renaissance Singer Pur  65' 48" rec 1996

Ars Musici AM 1165-2

Music by Byrd, Gallus, Gesualdo, Hassler, Josquin,
Lassus, Mol, Monte, Obrecht, Rore, Rupsch, Sentl,
Utendal, Victoria

I approach small continental vocal ensembles
with trepidation, but this group live up to
their name in an admirable fashion. They
produce a beautifully blended and tuned
sound and sing the music with great
empathy and understanding, As this is also
by no means the standard tourist route
through vocal classics of the Renaissance,
the repertoire too is a revelation. Ludwig
Senfl's setting of Verbum caro reveals an

altogether subtler side of the composer than
I had hitherto experienced, while works by
two composers new to me, Conrad Rupsch
and Ranlequin de Mol, proved very
acceptable. Overall the programme is a
cunning mixture of the momentous and
the unpretentious, and the concluding
account of Gesualdo's Miserere sealed the
impression -of a highly versatile and
talented ensemble. I shall be watching out
for this group in the future. D. James Ross

In Paradisum: Music of Victoria and Palestrina
The Hilliard Ensemble 75'21"
ECM New Series 457 851-2

The title quoted above from the front of
the box doesn't mention that the music by
the named composers is for the Requiem,
set amidst modernised chant from a 1627
Gradual from Toul (near Nancy). Hilliard's
baritone, Gordon Jones, writes in the
booklet: “This programme is an attempt to
show the close relationship between the
chant and vocal polypheny in a period of
considerable flux’, and it is indeed rare to
hear performances in which polyphony
and chant feel quite so convincingly as if
they are two sides of the same coin: utterly
unlike performances of, say, Monteverdi's
Vespers, where they inevitably seem from
different worlds, however mensuralised
the chant. I suspect that this shows the
beneficial feed-back from the Hilliard's
improvisatory activities to their singing of
fully-notated music. CB

Music at All Souls, Oxford: The Lancastrians
to the Tudors The Cardinall's Musick,
Andrew Carwood, David Skinner 71' 45"
ASV Gaudeamus CD GAU 196

Music by Davy, Dunstaple, Henry V, Lambe,
Merbecke, Parsons, Power, Sheppard, Sturgeon,
Tallis, Tye, White

This intriguing programme sinks a musico-
logical trench through 150 years of music
at All Souls College, at the same time
selecting items with a direct relevance to
the College's function. The earliest stratum
yields a Sarum requiem, movingly accom-
panied by passing bell, as well as some
splendid 15th-century polyphony, including
two pieces just about gauche enough to be
the work of the musical amateur Henry V.
I have not heard The Cardinall's Musick
tackle such carly repertoire before, but
their singing is exemplary with particular
laurels due to the nimble-voiced Steven
Harrold. Equally authoritative accounts
are given of the Eton Choirbook music
which dominates the next layer, before we
pass through the relative musical waste-
land of the Reformation, and the tragic
funeral sentences of John Merbecke -
tragic not so much in their effect (this is a
slight monophonic piece) but in their
context; on Gau 148 the Cardinall's Musick
showed us the magnificent music he wrote
for the Latin rite, the small fragment of his
output to survive destruction, perhaps at
his own hands. The final layer provides
recusant Catholic music including the
sublime Ave Maria by Robert Parsons and
Robert White's  Lamentations, given
performances of enormous insight and

technical assurance. This is a fascinating
and thoroughly enjoyable dis¢, sung and
recorded to the very highest standards.
Superb. D. James Ross

O Lusty May: Renaissance Songs of Spring
The Toronto Consort, David Fallis dir
Dorian DOR-93172 62' 38"

This well-thought-out programme will
have wide appeal: songs and instrumental
pieces about springtime from the mid-16th
to mid-17th century, mostly English, some
French. The singers all have good conven-
tional techniques, the four and five part
chansons/madrigals being very polished,
tonally rich, but with minimal vibrato and
lots of control. Instrumental pieces are
sometimes brilliantly played, particularly
Alison Melville's recorder (with sweet-
toned, nicely tempered tuning), harpsi-
chord (a rather later-style sound) and lute.
The songs range from Ravenscroft and
Durfey to Dowland and Corkine in English,
from Chardevoine to Costeley in French.
The soprano, Meredith Hall, has a rich
voice, and almost no vibrato in the
ensembles, though some in her solos. The
mezzo, Laura Pudwell, full-toned and almost
free of vibrato, sings very expressively.
There are two tenors. David Fallis has a
ball in Ravenscroft's second version of
Trenchmore (Willy prethee go to bed) though
I liked Ma belle si ton dme less. Paul Jenkins
sings Dowland's Come away, come sweet love
exquisitely. Period pronunciation in French,
English and Scots is variable but appro-
priate. There is some arrangement (folksy
versions of Playford tunes and a ballad),
adaptation (the bass viol divisions of
Woodicock are very effective on recorder),
with contémporary versions of popular
songs alongside the more formal music. A
very enjoyable and well-performed
programme. Robert Oliver

Psaumes et Chansons de la Réforme Ensemble
Clément Janequin, Dominique Visse dir
Harmonia Mundi HMC 901672  79' 21"
Music by Appenzeller, Bourgeois, Du Courroy,
Certon, de I'Estocart, Goudimel, Janequin, Le
Jeune, Lassus, Sermisy, Vallec

The beautiful cover photo alone - an
illuminated sixteenth-century Protestant
prayer book — would tempt me to buy this,
but the content is equally beguiling. I was
quite arrested by the first piece: a solemn
homophonic psalm chanted inexorably by
three basses. On its repeat, two other
voices are added, and a lute, which softens
the edges but does not detract from the
seriousness of intent behind the perfor-
mance. This fascinating repertoire sprang
from the Reformation not only into the
churches, but into domestic daily Bible-
reading, and thence into the streets and
workshops, where it replaced ‘immoral
secular chansons. Half of the music
recorded here is Huguenot psalm settings
by such as Goudimel, Lejeune, Janequin
and L'Estocart; most are very simple,
some elaborated into more complex
pieces, but all are for general use rather
than concert or church performance. The
Lord's Prayer chorale, known to Bach
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lovers from the St John Passion and
Clavieriibung 111, is given in a beautifully-
played version for lute. All this Protestant
religion struck me as going against the
usual grain of the Ensemble Clément
Janequin, but keeping their other guise in
the back of my mind added a frisson to
their ‘straight’ singing. But those who buy
the CD for the Ensemble's extravagant
vocal presentation will not be disappointed.
A group of songs by Lassus takes us to the
common people and their reaction to the
new religion: trying hard to be good by
not moaning about one's husband, or
shunning the vices of gambling. The words
are quasi-religious — ‘pechez’, “sauve-toy’ -
but the music shows how attached the
singers really are to their old evil ways.
The sacred chansons which make up about
half of the recording are described as
‘French spiritual madrigals’, and they are
much less straight-laced than the psalms,
owing more to secular chanson style than
to Lutheran hymns. There are some
wonderful pieces here, including Lejeune's
unbelievably Marenzian Helas! mon Dieu.
Highly recommended. Selene Mills

Songs from Renaissance Gardens; or, A Day a
la Boccaccio. Musica Fresca Prague 66' 32"
Divox Antiqua CDX 79804

Music by Arcadelr, Berd, Besard, Bruck, Byrd,
Donato, S. Festa, Foggia, G. Gabrieli, Gastoldi,
Gervaise, Hume, Janequin, Jones, Josquin,
Mainerio, Marenzio, Morley, Nola, Ponce, Vallet,
Vautor, Wilson & anon

Boccaccio is misleading, since the repertoire
is centred about two centuries later. We
begin with genuine birds, but they stop as
Janequin begins and other sound effects
set the scene rather than interfere with the
music in the way, so are not so irritating as
those on the king'singers [sic] Spanish disc
last month. The performance of Le chant des
oiseaux sets the tone: skilful and pleasing
singing at a tempo that is rather slower
than is now the fashion but is nevertheless
convincing. The theme works well, with a
scenario set out in the booklet. Texts are
not printed, but readable from the disc itself
with an ‘equipped player’: I'm not sure if it
is the player or me that is unequipped,
though the principle is fine. Despite a sweet
Suffolk owl that sounded as if it had been
blown off course to foreign climes, I found
this a very enjoyable collection, with the
singers perfectly catching Marenzio's sultry
evocation of a hot summer day Scaldava il
sol (though why a distant saw at the end?),
though the jolly pieces are not quite so
successful. Perhaps it's as well that Robert
Oliver is now back in New Zealand and
not reviewing this: Hume's Tobacco used
to be his party piece, and it needs the rich
gamba chords. Vallet's Slaep soete slaep is a
minimally-elaborated entabulation of Robert
Jones's Farewell, dear love.) CB

17th CENTURY

Blow An ode on the death of Mr Henry Purcell
Gérard Lesne, Steve Dugardin A4, La
Canzona 64' 14"

Virgin Veritas 7243 5 4534225

Blow Ground in d, Fugue in g, Sonata in A, Suite in G
Purcell Here let my life, In vain the am'rous flute,
Music for a while, Sweetness of nature

European musicians performing English
music is a rarer phenomenon than the
reverse. This disc justifies itself with
magical performances, casting a new light
on familiar repertoire. Songs and duets by
Purcell and Blow, plus the latter's sole trio
sonata, some keyboard music and, as the
major work, his wonderful tombeau. Gérard
Lesne is a falsettist who uses his “full’ voice
for the bottom notes, with a seamless join
between registers. He sings with great
artistry and a flexibility which puts him, in
my opinion, with the best countertenors:
Bowman, Scholl, and particularly Deller,
whom he dearly admires. His English isn't
always perfect, and English listeners must
be prepared to overlook an occasional
Peter Sellers sound-alike, but he is the sort
of singer who always convinces, whatever
he does, and he is well matched by Steve
Dugardin. And the recorders plus organ
(switching to harpsichord), viol and theorbo
are marvellous: voluptuous sounds from
the voice flute (by Fred Morgan) substi-
tuting for the violin. A very French
sensuality and languor, which enchants
here, and builds to an intensity there, is
frequently moving and never less than
enjoyable. Robert Oliver

Buxtehude Orgelwerke Rainer Oster (Arp
Schnitger organ, St. Jacobi, Hamburg) 66' 06"
Arte Nova 74321 63633 2

BuxWV 140, 146, 153, 155, 157, 160, 161, 168,
174, 188, 203

Although it lost its front pipes to the war
effort during the First World War and its
case during the second round, the Jacobi-
kirche organ is a remarkable survival,
escaping the worse of 19th-century zeal
and surviving a number of restorations in
the 20th century to emerge resplendent in
1993 as one of the most important organs
of today. Although frequently used for
Bach recordings, it is in the music of
Buxtehude and his ilk that this instrument
really comes into its own. As with Oster’s
ecarlier Bach CD, this is well worth a listen,
although the recording quality is not up to
the standard of other discs of this organ,
making it sound rather more brittle than it
actually is in the accommodating acoustic.
Oster’s playing is approachable and musical,
with a good sense of building up the
excitement in pieces such as the Toccata in
F# minor (transposed to G minor for this
unequal temperament) and the Toccata in
D minor. Andrew Benson-Wilson

Charpentier Messe en la mémoire d'un
Prince Caroline Pelon, Pascal Bertin, Hans-
Jorg Mammel, Jean-Claude Sarragosse
SATB, Choeur de Chambre de Namur,
Ensemble La Fenice, Jean Tubéry 62' 36"
Virgin Veritas 7243 5 453942 8

Charpentier Messe pour les trépassés (H2), Miserere des
Jésuites (H193-193a), Motet pour les trépassés (H311);
L. Couperin Les Carillons de Paris; Roberday Fugue 8

Having previously enjoyed these forces in
a similarly structured disc of Lassus, I was,

I admit, well-disposed towards this before
1 started to listen and was pleased to dis-
cover that my optimism was well justified.
The programme was conceived by the late
Jean Lionnet and he would have been
more than satisfied with its execution. The
disc opens with a tolling bell, following
which we are led into the Mass by organ
music by Louis Couperin. A suitably tor-
tured fugue et caprice by Roberday rounds
of this sequence of ordinary, motet and
elevation and prepares us for an unrelated
Miserere. The performances are delivered
with loving care and create a suitably
devotional atmosphere, though naturally
the intense music is a factor here. The
relaxed sound of the choral singing is not
always matched by the soloists, the soprano
sometimes seeming strained and the
falsettist is given some passages that
would have been more effective from a
tenor — but he later sings one of the most
moving phrases in the recital. You win
some... The booklet is a model of its kind.
David Hansell

Pierre Antonio Fiocco Le retour du printemps,
cantata, aria e sonate Caroline Pelon, Julie
Hassler, Raphaélle Kennedy, Frangoise Masset,
Gilles Guénard, Philippe Noncle, Vincent
Bouchot SSSSATB, La simphonie du Marais,
Hugo Reyne 64' 13"

Cypres CYP 3616

Le Retour du printemps, Cantata Tutto accesso
d'amore, Sonatas in C & g, Aria Dimmi Amor
Fiocco Missa concertata quinti toni; Sacri
concerti Roberta Invernizzi, Lia Serafini,
Sylvie Althaparro, Stefano di Fraia, Giuseppe
Naviglio SSATB, Checeur de Chambre de
Namur, Cappella della Pierd de'Turchini
Antonio Florio 49'01"

Cyprés CYP 3615

I must confess that Fiocco was barely a
name to me, but these two discs reveal a
composer of skill and imagination, while
the booklet notes by Manuel Couvreur
provide thorough biographical information.
{One mistranslation: the first published opera
of 1637 should read public.) The secular
disc contains a one-act Divertissement of
1699, probably written for some semi-
private occasion with an audience that
would have appreciated the references to
Lully. This French music is supplemented
by an Italian aria, a cantata which adopts a
more serious tone than the Divertissement
and is impressively sung by Frangoise
Masset, and two recorder sonatas eloquently
played by Hugo Reyne.

Fiocco's Sacri concerti (Antwerp 1691)
comprises one mass and 15 motets; the
sacred disc contains the Mass that begins
the print and the concluding four Marian
antiphons: it is rather short value, so could
have had a fuller sample. The mass seems
to have had some contemporary success; J.
G. Walther scored the Kyrie and Gloria
and Brossard adapted it. I wonder whether
it is really meant for chorus and orchestra
rather than single performers, but here the
choral sections work better because the
soloists don't blend so well. New Grove
comments: ‘the surviving works... are not
those of an imaginative musician’; the secular
disc at least does not bear this out. CB
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Gesualdo Tenebre Responses for Good
Friday Taverner Consort & Choir, Andrew
Parrott 67' 16"
Sony SK 62977

By a fortunate coincidence, this arrived on
Good Friday morning, so the day on which
I first played it was thoroughly authentic.
Although this isn't a full liturgical recon-
struction, Gesualdo's music is placed among
the relevant chant and benefits enormously
from it; as Eric Van Tassel writes in the
booklet, ‘without the steady progression
of chants, Gesualdo's music would create
an unbearable sense of surfeit’. It is sung,
as one expects, one-to-a-part: the sound of
the full compass of the solo male voices
emphasises the power of Gesualdo's music
by contrast with the more restricted range
of the chant choir. The rhythmic drive that
one expects to find in a Taverner per-
formance is absent; Gesualdo's music is
treated as a series of independent incidents,
which is indeed how it looks on the page.
The performance goes for clarity rather
than mystery, and the music sounds far
more logical than usual — which I think is a
compliment. CB

Gibbons Anthems and Verse Anthems Robin
Blaze, Stephen Varcoe AB, Choir of
Winchester Cathedral, Stephen Farr, Sarah
Baldock orgs, David Hill 72' 31

Hyperion CDA67116

Behold thou hast made my days, Blessed are all they,
Glorious and powerful God, Great King of Gods,
Hosanna to the Sen of David, If ye be risen again,O
clap your hands, O God the King of Glory, O Lord in
thy wrath, Sing unto the Lord, Thou God of wisdom,
This is the record of fohn, 2nd Service (Mag &
Nunc), Fantasia in a (Parthenia)

Quite a lot — in fact, too much - of the
music here is already in the current
catalogue in other performances. But the
motivation behind this kind of release is to
enlarge not the composer’s discography
but the choir’s. I haven’t heard the Oxford
Camerata’s CD of Gibbons (Naxos), but its
choice of repertoire is equally interesting,
and I'd probably prefer the (fewer) mixed
voices of the Camerata over Winchester’s
boys and men. Jacobean trebles were older
than these boys; and, since there were
fewer of them in proportion to the men,
they probably sang louder with a more
forward, ‘edgy’ voice production. In the
solo verses the trebles are downright
shaky. We wouldn’t readily accept such
diffident, uncertain singing on a commercial
CD if the sopranos were adult women; to
make allowances for their frailty merely
because they are children is a spurious
‘authenticity’ - as if one preferred an ill-
tuned, badly regulated ‘original’ Ruckers
to a good modern harpsichord. What 11like
about this recording is its insight into the
sober, almost po-faced stylistic language of
Gibbons’s verse anthems, less affectively
vivid than Tomkins or Weelkes. The
influence of the consort song produces an
archaizing effect; Hill shows effectively
that Gibbons builds large-scale forms as
coherent and shapely as in the full
anthems. Stephen Varcoe is particularly
fine in ‘Glorious and powerful God’ (is this

Gibbons’s masterpiece?); it begins a good
deal faster than I'm used to, but if the
semiquaver flourish on ‘powerful’ is a bit
of a scramble, it pays off later in the
electrifying tirate on ‘arise’. Eric Van Tassel

Kerll Missa Non sine quare La Risonanza,
Fabio Bonizzoni 53' 57"
Symphonia 8Y 99171

This is a thoroughly excellent recording of
much previously unknown music. As well
as the Ordinary of the Missa Non sine quare,
there are three motets (one with two
violins), two trio sonatas (one for the
Gradual, the other Post Communio) and a
Regina caeli, where the second tenor part is
taken an octave higher on cornett and the
soprano and alto parts doubled by violins.
The performances are so good that it
seems petty to quibble about such things,
but as the organist director uses his part of
the booklet notes to explain his choices, I
feel quite happy questioning his logic. The
main introduction says a full printed set of
19 partbooks survives in Bologna. Using a
set of manuscript parts, which might be
incomplete, is therefore rather strange.
From my experience of Austrian church
music, a cornetto part which doubles the
soprano would have been part of a wind
band (cornett, two trombones and bassoon).
It seems bizarre to double just one vocal
part — particularly in a one-per-part perfor-
mance, and even more so to double upper
voices with strings in the Salve Regina and
leave the lower two to fend for themselves,
with the cornett in a world of its own. Still,
as [ have said, the performances are very
good indeed. The violin playing (the ‘icing
on the cake’ in the Mass) is first rate, and
the sonatas give them a chance to show off,
which they happily do! I hope La Risonanza
have more such projects in the pipeline -
they are a wonderful ensemble! BC

Joseph Chabanceau de la Barre Airs d deux
Parties (1669) Stephan van Dyck T, Stephen
Stubbs lute 53" 15"

Ricercar 233352

This must be some of the hardest reper-
tory to perform convincingly. In the original
print these fragile and intimate miniatures
are encrusted with florid embellishment,
which can so easily swamp words, music
and the singer's technique and obscure the
song like an elaborately spiky seedpod hiding
the seed. But if ever there was an object
lesson in how to do it, this is it. Stephan
van Dyck captures every nuance of the
words, using early pronunciation which
brings clarity and colour to the text. His
ornamentation is stunning, and seems to
grow organically from the original simple
line, which remains audible and coherent
no matter how dense the thickets. This is
beguilingly beautiful singing. Stephen Stubbs
is a sensitive and versatile accompanist,
though occasionally 1 yearned for that last
degree of sublety in the phrasing and
articulation which only a nail-less technique
can provide. However his inventive intro-
ductions and ritornelles are perfectly judged.
Highly recommended. Lynda Sayce

Marais Le Labyrinthe & autres histoires:
Piéces de caractére Paolo Pandolfo gamba,
Mitzi Meyerson hpsed, Thomas Boysen
theorbo, gtr, Juan Carlos de Mulder gtr, Alba
Fresno gamba, Frangois Fauché reader,
Pedro Estevan perc  67' 02"

Glossa GCD 920404

This is a splendid introduction to the
fantasy world of Marais’ piéces de violes,
played with flair and imagination by a
complete master of his instrument (a rich-
toned Bertrand). Paolo Pandolfo has selected
a widely varied programme from four of
Marais’ five published books, arranging
the whole CD to act as a giant suite,
beginning with a delicately arpeggiated
Prélude and ending with a celebratory foot-
stomping Chaconne. Much of the music is
programmatic, or based on visual imagery:
Pandolfo and his large team of accompan-
ists consistently summon up vivid pictures,
whether in the tensely angry discords of La
Georgienne, the tender warmth of the
Tombeau pour Marais le Cadet or the
frenzied whirlwind of Le Tourbillon. With
its wide dynamic range and subtle
variations of continuo colouring, this disc
emphasizes the theatrical qualities of Marais’
music. So Pandolfo’s journey through the
monumental Labyrinthe takes him from
frightened whispers and wild panic to the
joyful light of day. Purists might object to
the addition of drum rolls in the Marche
Persane, which makes it sound almost like
Berlioz at his most macabre, but there is
no doubt that Pandolfo’s finely judged use
of rhetorical gestures, rubato and silence
always serve to heighten the music’s impact.
Some of the most enchanting music-
making is in the less extrovert pieces, such
as a gently lilting Polonaise or a forlorn
and pensive Plaint. Mitzi Meyerson’s
harpsichord playing is a model of continuo
accompaniment: by turns powerful and
discreet, inventive and restrained. The
lavishly illustrated booklet and spacious
recorded sound quality add to the
attraction of this thoroughly welcome
release. John Bryan

Pachelbel Organ Works, Vol. 1 Wolfgang
Riibsam (Holzhey Organ, 1785/7 at
Weissenau). 72' 52"

Naxos 8.554380 £

Pachelbel The Complete Organ Works, Vol. 6
Antoine Bouchard 71'35"

Dorian DOR-93189

Pachelbel The Complete Organ Works, Vol. 8
Joseph Payne (Christoph Donat & Heinrich
Gorttfried Trost Organ, 1683/1731, Eisenberg
Castle Church) 59'48"

Centaur CRC 2419

Pachelbel is a popular chap at the moment,
with at least 3 complete organ recordings
in progress. His works are deservedly
popular, with their relaxed and undemand-
ing style and comparative ease of execution
for the amateur player. But, however easy
the notes might be, they require a sound
technique and matters of touch and
articulation are important - like a number
of composers, it is easy to make the music
sound boring. In this matter, Riibsam’s
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albeit distinctively mannered style stands
head and shoulders above Bouchard and
Payne, even if it may upset the purists. If
the rubato and off-the-wall articulation in
Riibsam’s opening pedal solo in track 1
doesn’t infuriate you, you should cope
with the rest of the CD. Payne and Rilbsam
both use appropriately historic instru-
ments but Bouchard’s choice of a French-
style modern instrument is a curious one,
and I would challenge his assertion that it
is based on building traditions from Saxony.
The dry acoustic, combined with rather
methodical playing and unstylistic orna-
ments make this the least satisfying of
these CDs. If Riibsam’s quirks drive you to
distraction, try Payne. Andrew Benson-Wilson

Schiitz Die 7 Worte Jesu Christi am Kreyz
Akademia, Francoise Lasserre 70 30"
Pierre Vérany PV700013

SWV 37, 42, 282, 285, 324, 380, 382, 383, 396, 447,
467, 470, 478

This selection of Schiitz’s motets and
Gospel settings traces a musical narrative
from Lenten penitence to Easter joy. The
still centre of this narrative is his Die Sieben
Worte Jesu Christi am Kreuz, performed with
appropriate restraint (although I would
query the use of more than one voice per
part in the framing choruses). The other
pieces on the CD have been frequently
recorded, but here receive imaginative,
worthwhile interpretations. Lasserre is
one of the few performers bold enough to
follow Schiiz’s suggestion that the Geistliche
Chormusik motets be sung by ripieno with
occasional reinforcing cappelle; she thus
finds polychoral elements in such motets
as Ich bin eine rufende Stimme that 1970s
recordings treated as prima prattica poly-
phony and most 1990s recordings treat as
spiritual madrigals. By contrast, two of the
polychoral Psalmen Davids are realised with
wonderful intimacy, like small-scale vocal
concertos. Sadly, Lasserre does not separate
her forces spatially as Schiitz recom-
mended, and the recorded sound is bland.
And while Akademia’s restrained singing
suits the veiled writing of Die Sieben Worte,
it cannot unleash the full rhetorical force
of Schiitz’s more usual styles. Nonetheless,
Lasserre’s stylistic sensitivity and imagi-
nation make this a convincing alternative to
the many recent Schiitz recordings by
Weser-Renaissance. Stephen Rose

Weser-Renaissance's Kleine geistliche Konzerte will
be reviewed next month. Welcome to a new reviewer,
one of John Butt's PhD students who is working on
music in Leipzig 1610-50 and is also an organist.

Amour et Mascarade: Purcell ¢ I'Italie
Patricia Petibon S, Jean-Francois Novelli T,
Ensemble Amarillis (Héloise Gaillard rec, ob,
Violaine Cochard kbd, Ophélie Gaillard vle,
Richard Myron db) 62' 27"

Ambroisie AMB 9902

Frescobaldi Canzon 1, 3, 5, 6; Mancini Quanto dolce
e quell’ ardore; Purcell Bid the virtues, O dive custos,
Sound the trumpet, The plaint; anon masque dances

This is a new label and a new group to me.
The players are the same as on the disc
reviewed below, though this has a super-

fluous double-bass. The group's problem is
to some extant that of the Palladian
Ensemble (whose Matteis disc we review
next month): they want to play 17th-
century music, but need music with a
prominent recorder, though the instrument
seems to have gone into decline during that
period. It is difficult to see any logic in the
programme, and the notes in the over-
designed booklet don't help (they probably
read better in French — a comment on their
style, not the translation). The masque
dances are from early in the century: I
suppose a recorder may well have played
these cut-down versions. They are far away
from Frescobaldi's 1628 Canzons. The most
powerful music comes from Purcell. To
English ears, The Plaint seems over-stated,
but O dive custos is impressive. The foreign
approach to Sound the trumpet is intriguing,
though the pronunciation is odd. A cantata
by Mancini (with Héloise Gaillard taking
up her oboe) is probably the most enjoyable
item on the disc, though the Leo cantata
on the disc reviewed below is musically
superior. So an interesting recording, but
this disc needed more careful focusing. CB

Furigso ma non troppo: Italie 1602-1717
Maryseult Wieczorek S, Ensemble Amaryllis
Ambroise AMB 9901 73'11"

Music by Caccini, Corelli, D'India, Falconieri,
Frescobaldi, Jacchini, Lotd, Pandolfi Mealli,
Salaverde

There is something a little arrogant about
a recorder player indulging in the sort of
creative distonation that his accompanying
harpsichord cannot imitate. At first, I was
interested in hearing what a recorder could
make of violin music and was convinced.
But eventually I became unhappy with the
gap between the high treble and the bass.
(The strange notes mention the Corelli as
transcription but not the Mealli.) I also
found the continuo changes in d'India's
Dide's Lament fussy, though the singing is
impressively passionate. Overall, though,
this is a well-planned disc, with perfor-
mances that powerfully express some fine
music. I particularly enjoyed Lotti's cantata
Ti sento, o Dio. CB

LATE BAROQUE

Bach Cantatas Matthias Goerne B, Salzburger
Bachchor, Camerata Academica Stuttgart,
Roger Norrington 60" 20"

Decca 466 570-2

Cantatas 56, 82, 158 + sinfonias from 35.

The extremely agreeable singing style of
the Weimar-born bass-baritone Matthias
Goerne has led to his adoption by Decca as
a leading new advocate for a wide range of
song in the German language, and his
combination with Norrington in Bach is
particularly impressive. All of this music
will be comparatively familiar to Bach
devotees, and without hesitation 1 am
happy to report that each movement here
seems better than even a strong assembly
of competitors. The disc has been very
tastefully played and recorded, and the
information from the sleeve notes that the

word Kreuztab refers not only to the cross
borne by Christ but to a nautical navigating
quadrant known by this term in the times
of both Luther and Bach certainly added a
new insight for me. Stephen Daw

Bach Johannes Passion Hellen Kwon, Ursula
Ettinger, Lothar Odinius, Wolfgang Newerla,
Peter Lika SmSTBarB, Chor & Orchester Bach-
Ensemble der BuropaChorAkademie, Joshard
Daus 112' 07" 2 CDsin box
Arte Nova 74321 675212 £

Regular readers may recall the special
welcome I gave to the same performers’
Mass in B Minor last year, with its hypnotic
treatment of the central portion of the
Credo, added very late by Bach so as to
include both a distinct ‘Et incarnatus est’
(probably after the examples of Zelenka)
and a new 4-bar instrumental introduction
to the Crucifixus, all involving the
insertion of a new single folio in what was
already the first form of the full score. This
John Passion has a similar special high-
lighting, here of the third quarter of the
setting between ‘Durch dein Gesaengnis’
and the short recitative reporting Christ's
fulfilment in death. The summarising and
commenting chorales are taken somewhat
slowly than is normal by groups aiming
for ‘authenticity’, but at least they are well
sung and played. Those who like me (and
probably ZMR's specialised readership)
prefer low pitch and the new insights
accorded by the considered use of original
instruments may be disappointed. But
though a little distant in focus, this is quite
clearly serious, sincere and stylish recording,
wonderful value (unless the absence of an
English translation of the text worries
you), with many delightful touches and no
serious flaws. Stephen Daw

Bach Christmas Oratorio Catherine Bott,
Mickael Chance, Paul Agnew, Andrew
King, Michael George SATTE, New London
Consort, Philip Pickerr 146" 42"

Decca 458 838-2 2 CDs in box

Philip Pickett and the New London Consort
bring nothing spectacularly new to Bach’s
Christmas Oratorio, but their's is certainly
one of the most worthwhile recordings in
terms of the sheer quality of the forces.
With such a line-up of soloists, the disc
would seem to be a winner even before
one listens to it — and certainly none of
these disappoint. Catherine Bott, in parti-
cular, emerges as an extraordinary Bach
singer who has an intuitive sense of both
instrumental textures and the verbal thetoric.
Pickett chooses a chorus of ‘two or three
singers per part’ (the chorus singers are,
unfortunately, otherwise unmentioned and
unnamed) with the soloists acting as
section leaders. He adopts this position
within the ongoing debate about Bach’s
choral forces as ‘the only satisfactory thing
to do today to meet listeners' expectations’ —
a rather odd assertion (particularly for
those who might expect a larger chorus,
or, indeed, performance just by soloists).
But, in all, the chorus — whoever they are —
certainly fulfil one’s best expectations of
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quality. The odd thing is the instrumental
scoring, where Pickett adopts a single violin
per part as opposed to Bach’'s customary
two (or three) per part. In this respect,
Pickett (like the Purcell Quartet’'s recent
recording of two of Bach's shorter masses)
goes for string forces smaller than those
proposed by Rifkin. There is, of course,
some logic in using single strings, given
that the wind habitually play solo; but the
string parts of the larger choruses do
occasionally sound thin and careful, even
when led by so skilled a performer as
Pavlo Beznosiuk (whose solo playing in
the arias is generally excellent). In other
words, there are certain sounds that a
single violin simply cannot produce in the
larger pieces. If the larger numbers some-
tmes lack a certain energy — e.g. the sen-
suousness of the opening chorus of Part IV
or the infectious enthusiasm opening Part
V - some pieces seem to me right on the
mark: the opening chorus of Part VI has
excellent thythmic drive and the soprano
aria from the same cantata (in a compa-
ratively unusual Polonaise style) must be
one of the best recorded accounts of this
rather difficult number. John Butt

Bach Magnificat Susan Gritton, Lisa Milne,
Michael Chance, lan Bostridge, Michael George
SSATB, Choir of King's College, Cambridge,
Academy of Ancient Music, Nicholas Cleobury
cond ¢ organ solo  152' 35"

EMI 7243 556994 2 8 ££

Also contains Weinen Klagen BWYV 12, Wachet auf
BWYV 140, Der Geist hilft BWV 226, Lobet den Herm
BWYV 230, Missa brevis in A BWV 234, Sanctus in C
BWYV 237, chorales BWV 22/5, 147/10, 373, 386
493, Prelude & Fugue in G BWV 541, Organ
chorales BWV 650, 729

Once again what makes a recording
marketable is a famous choir in a hallowed
venue, even though using this choir in this
venue distorts Bach’s concerted music by
opening a chasm between ensemble and
solo writing where Bach must surely have
intended continuity. Semiquaver passage-
work, for instance, is nimble and relaxed
in the arias and well-drilled but strained
(and occasionally panicky) in the choruses.
When the choir declaims “Weinen, Klagen,
Sorgen, Zagen’, the word-painting, though
only lightly touched in, sounds overdone.
But in its own vein this CD offers much to
enjoy. Most of the varied programme is
well chosen (though I could forgo the plain
chorale harmonizations and the Air from
Suite No. 3). More important, there’s great
musicality here; and although the motets
are on the lacklustre side, all the concerted
works are vividly stylish in many details,
like the overdotting on the homophonic
‘Gloria’ in the last movement of the Mag-
nificat. The soloists are less than perfectly
matched: for example, Tan Bostridge’s highly
dramatized approach needs more answering
drama than Michael Chance seems willing
to provide. The two sopranos sound a
trifle matronly, contrasting oddly with the
boys’ ultra-Anglican sonority. Musicolo-
gists and history-minded critics who object
that this kind of anachronistic performance
is historically ‘wrong’ are dismissed as
killjoys and spoilsports. Rather, the reverse:

a non-anachronistic approach, with four or
eight singers in all — as we can now hear
on numerous CDs from the Taverners,
Rifkin’s Bach Ensemble, Cantus Colln or
the Purcell Quartet — is right: not just (or
mainly) musicologically correct, but music-
ally coherent and satisfying. But if you
prefer long-familiar ‘choral’ sonorities and
contrasts — in a forgivingly resonant
acoustical space — this set is for you.

Eric Van Tassel

Bach Senatas for Viela da Gamba and
Harpsichord; Preludes and Fugues from The
Well-Tempered Clavier Alison Crum gamba,
Laurence Cummings hpscd 55' 12"

Signum SIGCDO024

BWYV 1027-9; The 48" [: D, G, g (850, 860, 861)

A warm welcome for a new recording of
these works. Both harpsichord and viol are
chosen for their appropriateness, and the
sound is beautiful, but I have reservations
about the balance. The viol sounds distant
and, though never obscured, too much in
the background. The instrument itself has
the dynamic range to dominate more, and
where the harpsichord is naturally loud,
with the flurries of notes in the faster
movements, [ would prefer that it did. The
booklet notes by John Butt say that the
third sonata in particular, ‘belies the
traditionally introverted natures of both
instruments’ and indeed these are compa-
ratively introverted performances. The
excellent ensemble and care with articu-
lation are uppermost in the players' minds,
yet the music itself is at times so outgoing
and ebullient — particularly the allegro of
the D Major sonata and the final allegro of
the G minor. The gamba sonatas are
interspersed with Preludes and Fugues in
the same keys from The Well-Tempered
Clavier, beautifully played on the richly
toned copy of an instrument such as the
one owned by Bach himself. Robert Oliver

Blavet Sonates pour flite et basse continue,
oeuvre 2 Claire Guimond fl, John Toll hpsed,
Jonathan Manson gamba 77' 04"

ATMA Classique ACD 2 2204

Michel Blavet was widely celebrated during
his lifetime not only as the finest flautist in
France, but also as one of the first
composers to give the flute an individual
‘voice’ of its own, through his substantial
solo sonatas. These pieces successfully
combine the purest expressive qualities of
traditional French airs and dances, with
exciting and fashionable allegros and prestos
imported from Italy. Backed by a forth-
right and dramatic continuo team, Canadian
flautist Claire Guimond gives riveting per-
formances onp this recording, capturing the
changing moods and demands of the
music with a fine flexible sound, sparkling
articulation and a wealth of intelligent
ideas. This is baroque flute playing at its
most beguiling and exciting. Top quality
all round. Marie Ritter

£ = bargain price  ££ = mid-price
Other discs are full price, as far as we know
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Caldara Suonate da Camera a duo violini con il
b.c. op. 2 L'Aura Soave 79" 19"
Tacrus TC 670301

A couple of months ago, I was lamenting
the obscurity into which most of Caldara’s
church music has fallen; this month, it’s
the turn of his chamber music. This set of
eleven trio sonatas and a Chiaccona (like
Corelli’'s Op. 2 set, of course) is very good
indeed. There is no set pattern to the
preludes and dances which make up each
piece: two have no prelude, but all 11 have
an Alemanda. L’ Aura Soave is a new group
to me (the second violinist, the cellist and
the theorbist overlap with the Visconti
recording reviewed below) and they rate
as one of the better Italian ensembles. The
balance is very good, and there’s no special
pleading — the music simply speaks for itself.
As such, this is a welcome addition to the
catalogue, and 1 hope Tactus will follow it
with further Caldara recordings. BC

Chilcot Songs and Concertos Buddug Verona
James, Charles Daniels, James Ottaway mSTB
Andrew Wilson-Dixon org/hpsed, members
of the Welsh Baroque Orchestra, Clare
Salaman leader 70' 26"

Meridian CDE 84428

12 English Songs, Organ concertos in a (1756/2)
& D (1765/3)

Chilcot's Twelve English Songs [1744] is an
impressive collection, calling on Anacreon,
Euripides (probably Herakles lines 763-5),
Marlowe and, chiefly, Shakespeare for its
texts. The subscription list, though not as
long as that for Boyce's trios (see p. 7)
shows considerable contemporary respect
for the composer and the music is well
worth reviving. So I couldn't resist keep-
ing this recording. Sadly, I didn't warm to
Buddug Verona James, who sings more
than half the songs; her sound is uningrati-
ating, and is not helped by being too
separated from the instruments. It might not
be her fault that tempos tend towards the
sluggish, and the instruments give little
rhythmic impetus. The whole effect is to
make the songs seem duller than they are.
1 was puzzled by a note on the back of the
box that the music was ‘edited and
realised... from original sources in the
British Library’: you can get a photocopy
of the songs by sending me £10.00. But
Andrew Wilson-Dickson has had to write
the instrumental accompaniment for the
concertos, and they sound convincing: it
would have been a better CD had there
been more of them and fewer songs.  CB

Dotnel Réflexions Wilbert Hazelzer fl, Brian
Beryman fl, Jaap ter Linden gamba, Jacques
Ogg hpsed 74 45"

Glossa GCD 920806

Suites 3 in d, 5 in d Plainte (1709), 1in G La Forcroy,
in b (1711), La Marsillac (1723); Sonata in Bb (1713)

This is another beautifully presented disc
from Wilbert Hazelzet on Glossa to follow
up the previous collections of Hotteterre
and Music by Bach’s Students, previously
reviewed. On this disc, a selection of
Dornel’s most successful music for one or
two flutes and continuo offers a broader

view of the composer’s work than was
previously available. Dornel remains a
shadowy figure in French baroque music,
living in the centre of Paris away from
direct Royal patronage. However, market
influences and the tastes of the aristocracy
evidently led the composer to experiment,
like Blavet, with Italian forms, resulting in
a number of chamber music publications
which contain traditional suites and
simphonies alongside solo sonatas.

There are some exquisite moments on
this recording: led by Hazelzet, the players
immerse themselves completely in the ex-
pressive qualities of the music and perform
with a passionate commitment evident
even in the simplest of dance movements.
For some listeners, though, this may all
prove too much - one longs for a sense of
light and space and easy flow to relieve the
tension. But technically and musically this
is a fine recording and should go some
way towards raising awareness of Dornel’s
flute music. Marie Ritter

Facco Pensieri Adriarmonici: 6 Concetti op. 1
L'Arte dell'Arco, Federico Guglielmi 63' 17"
DHM 0547277514 2

The six concertos of Giacomo Facco’s
Pensieri Adriarmonici have diree movements
in the standard fast-slow-fast sequence.
Inside the booklet, we find that L'Arte
dell’ Arco follow their normal procedure
of allowing each of the three violinists the
chance to share the solo work. I've had
problems with this approach before, as the
technical demands of the music are not
always met — there is some very dodgy
tuning! My accustomed complaint regarding
the bassline also applies: the booklet lists
cello, bassoon, violone, theorbo, harpsi-
chord and organ. Even if they don’t
actally ever all play at once, this is surely
overbalance — pity the poor solitary viola
player! It's no more apparent than in the
Vivaldi concerto tagged on to the end of
the recital — a piece played far more
stylishly and stylistically by Collegium
Musicum 90. But Deutsche Harmonia
Mundi are surely to be congratulated for
undertaking the recording. BC

Handel Opera Arias and Overtures — 2, from
the latter part of Handel's operatic career.
Emma Kirkby, The Brandenburg Consort,
Roy Goodman 70' 40"

Hyperion CDA67128

Arias from Alcina, Arianna, Berenice, Deidamia, Ezio,
Lotarie, Partenope, Sosarme; Overtures to Atalanta,
Deidamia, Lotario

When typing the heading for this review
when the disc first arrived, 1 expected to
write that it was such a pity that Emma
Kirkby had not been asked to sing any of
the great Handel operatic roles on disc.
But then I played the disc, and am
worried: this is the first performance or
recording by her that I have heard in, I
would guess, 28 years which does not
absolutely convince me. We have got used
to singers who can't quite get round the
semiquavers or sing in tune; but we expect
perfection from Emma, and we don't quite
get it here. Her voice is, as always, so clear

that a slight missing of the mark stands out
so much more than with the normal
Handelian soprano. There is, of course,
much to enjoy (try, for instance, ‘Caro
padre’ from Ezio); I hope that others are
less aware of the problems thanIam. CB

Handel Opera Arias & Cantatas Maria Bayo
S, Capriccio Stravagante, Skip Sempé 63" 47"
Astrée Naive E 8647

No se emendard jamds (HWV 140), Tra le fiamme
(HWYV 170); arias from Alcina, Giulio Cesare, Rinaldo

Maria Bayo is a Spanish soprano with a
lightish yet full-bodied voice well suited to
baroque repertory. She can command the
brilliance needed for Cleopatra's ‘Da
tempeste’ from Giulio Cesare and Morgana's
‘Tornami a vagheggiar’ from Alcina, but
her careful phrasing and attention to
words pay highest dividends in the more
emotionally intense arias, notably ‘Se pietd’
and ‘Mi restano le lagrime’ from the same
operas. It is also in the slower numbers
that Sempé provides the most sensitive
accompaniments (despite his re-scoring of
‘Lascia ch'io pianga’ for solo gamba and
continuo), a tendency to percussiveness
appearing at faster speeds. The two
cantatas do not quite gel with the rest of
the programme, but the lively and
transparent account of Tra le flamme is
nevertheless an attractive and welcome
alternative to other recordings. One would
ex